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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The lostitutc for Minnesota ArchacQ!ogy (IMA) condudcd Phase I =vations on the Gillmore Hot.el propeccy 
iii the City of De;idwood. Sout.b Dalcota for RPI Services Inc. The projed consi.~IS of agrass.ed area on the 
west side of the hotel scheduled for a freestanding addition to the structure. The area-will be =avated for 
footings. Two sboyel tests and one excavation unit were excavated in the area to determine jf t.here are any 
intact subsurface dcposirs which are of historical importance. A thin scalier of cut bone, glass, Dllils, cerrunics 
Md ot.ber items dating to the 20th century were recovered from Lhe excavations. No f-ealUtes such as a privy or 
kitchen midden deposits were located wrueh would be of historical sigoilicance. No [unher archaeological work 
is recommended for Lhe area. 
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INTRODUCTION 

RPI Ser\'ice.s Inc. of St . .Pllul nod Mi.aneapolis, Minnesota contracted with Lbe (nsti1ute for Minnesota 
Archaeology (IMA) to conduct phase I archaeological excavations on the Gillmore Hotel property located 
within the City of Deadwood. South Dakota. Excavations were conducted pnor ro r.he construction of a 
freestanding nddjtjoo to tbc hotel to be built on the west side of the hotel. The hotel. which was constructed in 
1892 with an addition in 1896, ...,ilJ be renovated and coaverted into apa.runents. 

The fieldwork was condoctcd on 2/U,/92 - 2/27 /92 by Craig M Johnson, IMA Sta.ff Archileologist. 

FIELD METHODS AND RESULTS 

The project aren is located on the west side of the Gillmore HoteJ in a grassy area cast of a work shed 
(Appendix A, Figure 1). Sc\'cral days prior to the excavations, an area about 8 feet by 8 feet was heated to 
remove the frost in the ground. Except for one shovel test, this nrca was the focus of the excavations. Soil 
mtttrix from oU excnvations was passed through 1/4 inch hardware cloth. Excavations began with shovel test l 
to determine the nal\1/C of 1hc subsoil deposits prior to larger excavations. All sh01,·el tests are square wuts 30 
c.entimettmi oo a side. 

Sbo\'el Lest 1 (ST l), excwatcd Lo a depth of 36 centimeters, reveaJcd a dark brown silty loam ( lDYR 3/ 3) do,rn 
1013 centimeten below the surface, a dark browu silty loam mixed Yriih slate or sh.ale Cram 13 to 24 
cenLimetcrs, a.Dd a d:llk yeUowish-brown hard compact silty loam (lOYR 4/4) 10 rh.c bonom of the u.nit. All 
cultural material rero··erca from tbjs lest is within the upper two depositional units. lt consists of three 
machine cut nllils.. five wire nails, N,'O pieces of clear conuuner glass. o.oe piece of wmdow glass, lwo pi~ of 
mnmma.l bone (probably cow), 3lld one small round frat. metal contaioer, possibly ii pill box. All items urc 
typically found in 20th century contexts. 

E.iica,'3tion unit l (XUl) was placed 30 centimeters to the west of shovel lest 1 (Appcndi.'< A, Figure 1). Thls 
unit meaSUJcj, 1 x 1 meter and v.:as cxcavaJed to a depth of betwe~n l5 and 40 ceo.J..imctcrs below the ground 
surface. The ground surfaa: slopes gently Crom west to east .in the area of the tcst. A 40 x 40 cc.n1imctcr 
"wiDdow .. was exc.wated into the north.east coroc. of Lhc unit down to 60 centimeters below the mrface to 
determine Lhe naturo of the deep soil sLrata. The soil Crom lb.is extension of XU 1 was not ~creened. 
Excavations in XtJ 1 revealed cssenun.lly the same soil horizons present LD ST 1 (Appendix A, Figure:?). A tbrk 
brown silry loam (lOYR 3/3) varied from 15 to 20 centimeters below l..he surface. Most of the culluraJ material 
recovered from XU 1 was within this horizon. A dark brown silty loam (lOYR 3/3) mixed with pieces or coal 
and shale/slate occurs below lhe upper soil horizon. Tb.is unit ra.ogc:5 in thickness between 8 and 10 
ccntime1crs. A few hiiiloric artifacts were recovered £mm this horizon. Below this is a dark yellowish-brown 
silty lo:tm (lOYR A/4) <!o'll'f'tl 10 40 centimeters below the surface. No cultural materials were reco~ed from 
this horizon. The next soil horizon consist of a hard, compact yellowish-brown silt (lOYR 5/4) from 40 to SO 
centimeters below the surface. The basal horizon consists of a very bard, compact yellowish-red silry foam 
(SYR 4/6') LO depth of more Lh3Jl 60 centimeters below the surface. The dcpositioml history or the sedimcn1S 
ire this unit indicates thnL thci lower two compact borizoDS are probably natural sln'll3. v.':itb the upper three 
being the resull of l3nd leveling and filling the aren before or after construction activities. No r~tures such :is a 
privy or midden from kitchen refuse was noted during the excavation of this unit. 

The following cultural m aerials were recovered from XU 1. The upper homon con111intd twenty-two pieces of 
hone, most rrom the upper eight ccn!imeccrs of deposil. The remaining matcriul was found lhrnuglH1u1 the 
upper horizon. Most ,r tnt: identifiable bone is from cow; a few pieces ma)' be from pig :md bird such us 
chicken. or tbc nails recovered, iwo arc square machine Cl.It and 33 are wire nails. T"''O scrC"s nn-d one staple 
were 3Jso found. The remaining mclal items include a dinner knife, bail, two ornamcntnJ items, one clip and 
two uniden1ified items. The glass jtems from the upper Jevel include five yellow container Crng.mct\15, two white 
canning jar lid pieccs1 five clear pressed g]ass fragments, 39 clear gl~ p1eccs from conuuners, three fragments 
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of thin window glass and V pieces of thlck window glass. Ceramics recovered include two pieces of porcelnin 
and lwo pieces of whi1ev.,arc, Olle o! which has a Doral trall$fer print. OLbeT items reco't-cred include rwo glass 
beads, one ceramic marble. four glass buttons, two shell buttons, one mel.al fuse housing and one 1942 S 
Jefferson nickle. Three wiTe nails and two metal tubes were recovered from the second depositional level in 
XUl. Given the low dcmity of cultmaJ materials recovered from this excavation urul and the relatively long 
time the: area fuis been cxxupied, the scatter of debris is indicative of a series of oolatcd, unstructured bchn\'iOrs 
ralhcr than any paucrncd activities occurring over a longer period of time. 

Shovel 1e~t 2 was excavated four meters southwest of XU 1 lo delCtm.ine if the soil str.lla nnd culllira.J deposits 
differed from those found in shovel lest 1 and excavation unit 1. AlLhough tbe ground wns pani:illy frozen, n 
slow 11Dd tccliou.s e.~ca\-ntion revealed an upper horizon of dark brown silty loam (lOYR 3/3) 13 cClllimcters 
Lluc.k over a layer of slate/shale and soil which is ll centimeteJ'5 lh.Jck. The basal unit, which extends down ~t 

least 10 30 centimeters where the shovel test terminated. is the yellowish-red hard. compact SJ1ty loam (10'\'"R 
4/6) located ot a g:rC3ter dcplh in XU 1. Only one artifact.. a Jarge flat washer, was recovered from the upper 
horuon of this sho\'Cl test. 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIO~ 'S 

Phase l archaeological excavations at the Gillmore H01el in Deadwood, South Dakotl\ for RPI Senice.s Inc. 
found 3 relatively light scatter of Wlh century debris consis.ting of nails, cut bone, glass, ceramics and other 
items 10 two shovel tests and one e.xca\·atioo unit. This material is interpreted to be !.he product of isolilled, 
u.op:itlemed .icti ... ities a.-.sociated with the OCOJpation of the hotel. No fearures such as ti privy or a 
c:oncentrstion of midden debris which would be ofhistorlcal importance were found in tbe CJ'ca\:ations. We 
recommend th_at oo additionaJ archa::ological work be sche<luJed for the area. 
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APPENDIX A 
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Figure 1. Location of shovel tests (ST) and excavation units (XU) in the project area. 
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Figure 2. Profile of the north wall of excavation unit 1. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR MINNESOTA ARCHAEOLOGY 

3300 UNlVERSITY AVE. S.E., SUITE 202 
MI NNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55414 

611/623-0299 FAX 612/623-0177 

Mr. Dana Vaillancourt 
Historic Archeologist 
Deadwood Economic Development Corporation 
P.O. Box 506 
Deadwood, SD 57732 

Dear Mr. Vaillancourt: 

February 28, 1992 

Enclosed please find a copy of our archaeological investigations at 
the Gillmore Hotel. The artifacts from these excavations will be 
sent to you under a separate cover. 

Thank you for your assistance with this project. 

Sincerely, 

(i,,~
c~~ -j h 
Staff Ar 




