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Small Postcard with a Big History 
 

In March of 2022, the Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission acquired a      
4 x 6 inch photographic postcard titled, “Greetings from Deadwood, S. Dak.”         
published by Fishel & Co. once located at 663 Main Street in the Syndicate Block 
(today’s location of the Holiday Inn Express). Jewish brothers Adolph and Louis 
Fishel, the proprietors of Fishel’s Bazar, operated a stationary shop for over 
twenty years from this location. The image, taken after 1906 from McGovern Hill, 
captures Deadwood’s upper downtown district. What made this postcard unique 
are the Chinese characters written along the right-side margin. 

Upon receiving the postcard, city staff enlisted the help of the Genesee Valley 
Daoist Hermitage in Genesee Valley, Idaho to translate the characters. On several 
occasions, the Hermitage helped the Historic Preservation Office with other 
translation projects including the personal letters from Deadwood Chinese        
merchant Fee Lee Wong, and the opium pipe bowls and opium metal lids           
unearthed during the Chinatown archaeological investigation in the early 2000s.  
 

Based on the transcription, Historic Preservation staff learned that the mailer was 
a man who lived in small village near Guangzhou (Canton) in the Quandong       
Province in China. The salutations in English are much more informal than the 
meaning conveyed by the Chinese characters. The mailer used a very formal 
choice of words that would be used if he was addressing someone with a much 
higher position. And true to form, he wrote his Chinese place name on the card 
before signing it. Unfortunately his handwriting did not allow to translate his    
personal name. This postcard is one of a few items within our historic collections 
that contain Chinese characters.   
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 Deadwood Events 
 
 

 

Independence Day Parade 
July 4, 2022 

 

3-Wheeler Rally 
July 10-15, 2022 

 

Days of ‘76 Rodeo 
July 25-30, 2022 

 

Sturgis Rally 
August 5-14, 2022 

 

Kool Deadwood Nites 
August 24-28, 2022 

 

Deadwood Jam 
September 16-17, 2022 

 

Hops & Hogs: Craft Beer       
Festival 

September 23-24, 2022 
 

Oktoberfest 
September 30-October 1, 2022 

 

Wild West Songwriters Festival 
October 6-8, 2022 

 

Deadweird 
October 28-29, 2022 

 

Big Whiskey Festival 
November 12, 2022 

 

Holiday Ho-Ho Horseshoes 
November 18-December 30,2022 

 

Community Christmas Tree 
Lighting 

December 2, 2022   
 

*Event dates subject to change* 
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Independence Day 
July 4, 2022 

City Offices Closed 

July 5, 2022 — Tuesday 
City Commission Meeting 

5:00 p.m. @ Deadwood City Hall 

July 6, 2022— Wednesday 
Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 

5:00 p.m. @ Deadwood City Hall 

July 8: History on the Lawn: Edward “E.L.” Senn,             
Prohibition, and Deadwood – Deadwood long had a reputation 
as the wildest town in South Dakota. It was particularly known 
for its alcohol-fueled excitement. Deadwood was also home to 
Edward “E.L.” Senn, one of South Dakota’s most well-known 
reformers. He fought Demon Rum, vice, and the official         
corruption that allowed them to rule as the crusading editor of 
the Deadwood Daily Telegram. Senn made many enemies, but 
also passionate supporters. His fight against legal and illegal 
alcohol in Deadwood led to his appointment as the federal      
Director of Prohibition in South Dakota. The question of the time 
was whether Demon Rum or E.L. Senn would win. Presented   
by Dr. Charles Vollan, South Dakota State University associate 
professor of history. Bring a lunch and enjoy the Historic Adams 
House lawn; 12:00 p.m.; free for members and $5.00 for                
non-members. In case of inclement weather, the lecture will be 
moved to the Homestake Adams Research and Cultural Center 
(HARCC). 

July 13, 2022 — Wednesday 
Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 

5:00 p.m. @ Deadwood City Hall 

July 18, 2022 — Monday 
City Commission Meeting 

5:00 p.m. @ Deadwood City Hall 

July 20, 2022 — Wednesday 
Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 

5:00 p.m. @ Deadwood City Hall 

July 21: Jazz on the Lawn – What better place to celebrate     
the Jazz Age than at the Historic Adams House? W.E. Adams’ 
great love of music, notably jazz, makes this evening extra      
special.  The lovely lawn and gardens will be the venue for this 
spectacular night of music featuring JAS Quintet from Sioux 
Falls; hors d’oeuvres catered by Cheyenne Crossing; and a cash 
bar. Historic Adams House; 5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.; admission 
$40.00 per person. Advance reservations required. Purchase 
online at DeadwoodHistory.com or call 605-722-4800. In case of 
inclement weather, the concert will be moved to the Homestake 
Adams Research and Cultural Center (HARCC). South Dakota 
Arts Council support is provided with funds from the State         
of South Dakota, through the Department of Tourism, and the 
National Endowment for the Arts. 

July 27, 2022 — Wednesday 
Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 

5:00 p.m. @ Deadwood City Hall 

Fireworks Prohibited 

With the Fourth of July quickly approaching, the City 

of Deadwood would like to remind everyone the    

discharging of fireworks within the city limits is 

STRICTLY PROHIBITED!  

Please contact the Deadwood Police   

Department at (605) 578-2623 to report 

any illegal use of fireworks. Thank you! 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Now Hiring 
The City of Deadwood is now hiring dedicated     
individuals for the following positions: 

 Full-Time Patrol Officer  

 Part-Time Trolley Drivers 

 Trolley Drivers (Seasonal) 

 Mt. Moriah Ticket Booth Attendants 
(Seasonal) 

 Lifeguards 

Applications are available at Deadwood City Hall, 
102 Sherman Street, Deadwood, SD 57732 or 
online at www.cityofdeadwood.com. 

The City of Deadwood is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 



 

Retirement / Anniversary  
 Celebrations 

Ken Hawki - 50 Years (Retired) 
( Deadwood Volunteer Fire Department -  38 years with  

the City of Deadwood) 
 

Tony Bradley - 28 Years (Retired) 
(City of Deadwood - 26 years with the Police Department) 

 

Toby Edstrom - 40 Years 
(Deadwood Volunteer Fire Department) 

 

Thank you for your service to Deadwood! 

New Historic Preservation Commissioner 
 

Vicki Dar was sworn in by City Commissioner 
Charlie Struble during the June 8, 2022 Historic 
Preservation Commission Meeting for a three 
year term. 
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Chamber Corner 

July 1-2 – Monster Truck Destruction Tour: Make your motor-head family’s whole summer by bringing them to Deadwood for the 
most thrilling, action packed monster mash of screaming steel you’ve ever seen! The Monster Truck Destruction Tour is a thrill 
show coming to the Days of ’76 Event Complex for two nights. The show starts at 7:30 p.m., but ticketholders will want to arrive   
early for the free “Party Pit” starting at 5:30 p.m. In the Pit you’ll get an up close view of the trucks and meet the drivers. Tickets 
are available at MonstersOfDestruction.com.  

 July 4 - Independence Celebration in Deadwood: On Saturday, July 4, head to Main Street for the Independence Day Parade, 
which starts at 3:00 p.m. Parade entries can contact the Deadwood Chamber to participate, call (605) 578-1876. Free                     
entertainment from Hot City Soul will start at 4:00 p.m. in Outlaw Square, followed by a free showing of “National Treasure 2: 
Book of Secrets” (movie) at 7:00 p.m. All ages are welcome. Additional event details available on Deadwood.com. 

 July 10-15 - Deadwood 3 Wheeler Rally: The annual Deadwood 3 Wheeler Rally (D3WR) takes place July 10-15. The event is     
hosted by First Gold Casino & Hotel, but attendees have a full Rally schedule that will put them on tour of the Black Hills and 
spending significant time throughout Deadwood. The 2022 schedule and registration information is available at d3wr.com.  

 July 24-30 – 100th Celebration: Days of ’76 Rodeo & Historic Parades: Truly the "Best Rodeo. No Bull". The Days of '76 Rodeo has 
been named the PRCA Rodeo of the Year 19 times! For tickets visit Daysof76.com or call 1-800-344-8826. The 2022 Days of ’76 
parades on Historic Main Street are July 29 at 1:30 p.m. & July 30 at 10:00 a.m. For safety purposes during the parade traffic flow 
will be halted on Main Street, Hwy 85 and Hwy 14 (within Deadwood City limits) until the parades are complete. The parades are 
free, and the public is invited to attend. Don’t miss this historic event, celebrating 100 years in 2022! 

 DEADWOOD CHAMBER MIXERS 

Chamber Mixer to Welcome the Days of '76 Rodeo 
Join us in welcoming the Days of '76 Rodeo to Deadwood during a Chamber Mixer on July 28 from 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. at Saloon 
No. 10. This public event will be serving up beverages and hors d'oeuvres, all in celebration of the 100th anniversary of the "Best 
Rodeo. No Bull."  



Hours of Operation 
Deadwood City Hall 

8 AM- 5 PM (Mon - Fri) 

Deadwood Public Library  
10 AM - 7 PM (Mon - Tue) 
10 AM - 6 PM (Wed - Thu) 

10 AM - 5 PM (Fri) 
12 PM - 4 PM (Sat) 

Deadwood Public Works Office 
7 AM- 3:30 PM (Mon - Fri) 

Lead-Deadwood Landfill 
8 AM - 4 PM (Mon - Sat) 

Deadwood Recreational Center  
5 AM - 7 PM (Mon - Fri) 

7 AM - Noon (Sat) 
(Closed Sundays) 

Adams Museum 
9 AM – 5 PM  Daily* 

Suggested donation: Adults $5,         
Children 6-12 $3, Children 5 and        

under free  

The Brothel - Deadwood 
Guided Tours from 
11 AM - 6 PM  Daily 

Last Tour Starts at 6 PM 
$15 per person 

(Must be at least 16 years old) 

Historic Adams House  
Guided Tours from 
9 AM - 4 PM Daily* 

Admission: Adults $12, Children 6-12  
$5, Children 5 & under free 

Homestake Adams Research &  
Cultural Center (HARCC) 
10 AM - 4 PM (Mon - Fri) 

History & Information Center (Depot) 
8 AM - 5 PM Daily 

Welcome Center 
8 AM - 5 PM Daily 

Days of ‘76 Museum  
9 AM - 5 PM Daily* 

Admission: Adults $10, Children 6-12 
$5, Children 5 and under free 

Deadwood Fire Department  
8 AM- 5 PM (Mon - Fri) 

Deadwood Police Department 
8 AM - 5 PM (Mon - Fri) 

Lawrence County Courthouse 
8 AM - 5 PM (Mon - Fri)  

Deadwood Chamber of Commerce 
8 AM - 5 PM (Mon - Fri) 

*Group tours available with          
 advanced reservations 

 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 
 

Deadwood City Hall   (605) 578-2600 

Deadwood Planning & Preservation Office  (605) 578-2082 

Deadwood Public Library  (605) 578-2821 

Deadwood Public Works Office  (605) 578-3082 

Deadwood Recreational Center  (605) 578-3729 

Deadwood Fire Department Non-emergency  (605) 578-1212 

Deadwood Police Department Non-emergency  (605) 578-2623 

Lawrence County Dispatch  (605) 578-2230 

Lead/Deadwood Regional Hospital  (605) 717-6000 

  

Deadwood City Commission meets the first and third Monday at 5:00 p.m. 

Planning & Zoning Commission meets the first and third Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. 

Historic Preservation Commission meets the second and fourth Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. 

MAIN STREET INITIATIVE  

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

The Committees meet as follows: 
 

Promotions Committee - 1st Tuesday - 1:00 p.m. -  Desirae Van Roekel (605) 578-1685 

Design Committee - 2nd Tuesday - 3:30 p.m. - Kevin Kuchenbecker (605) 578-2082  

Economic Restructuring Committee - 3rd Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. - Kevin Wagner (605) 645-8789 

Organization Committee - 3rd Wednesday - 12:00 p.m. - Ken Gienger (605) 639-3004 

TROLLEY SCHEDULE  - Summer 2022 

                     DAYS                                       NUMBER OF TROLLEYS                     TIME RUNNING 

   Effective May 23, 2022   

   Sunday through Thursday   1st Trolley   8:00 A.M. to Midnight 

   2nd Trolley  9:30 A.M. to 10:30 P.M. 

   Friday & Saturday   1st Trolley  8:00 A.M. to 2:00 A.M. 

    2nd Trolley  9:30 A.M. to 12:30 A.M. 

   3rd Trolley  5:20 P.M. to 10:20 P.M. 

THERE IS NO 24-HOUR TROLLEY SERVICE 

       Schedule will be followed as closely as possible. Delays may be caused by weather, traffic,    
     construction, equipment failure, etc. A third and fourth Trolley will operate during special  
     events. Thank you! 

Short Term Rentals 
The Planning and Zoning Department would like to remind Deadwood residents on the City’s current ordinance in      
regards Short Term Rentals. 17.53 TRANSIENT COMMERCIAL USE OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY—PROHIBITED prohibits 
the operation of short term rentals in residential zoning districts.   

The City of Deadwood is aggressively taking measures to gain compliance. If you are operating a short term rental, 
please  follow up with the Planning & Zoning Department to ensure that you are operating within the ordinance. 

Contact Jeramy Russell at (605) 578-2082 for more information on short term rentals or visit the City of Deadwood’s 
website at www.cityofdeadwood.com/planning/page/short-term-rental-information. 


