
 
 

    
 

CITY OF DEADWOOD 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
 
November 18, 2009                                        JOINT  MEETING 
 
The Joint Meeting of the Deadwood Planning and Zoning Commission was called to order by 
Chairperson Marie Farrier on Wednesday November 18, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the Deadwood 
City Hall Meeting Room located at 102 Sherman Street, Deadwood, SD  57732. 
 
PRESENT PLANNING & ZONING:  Marie Farrier, Mel Allen, Sheree Green, Larry Ryan, and 
Jim Shedd.  
 
ABSENT PLANNING & ZONING:  Ms. Bernadette Williams, Zoning Administrator, was 
absent.   
 
PRESENT BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:  Mike Klamm, Joe Peterson, and Lenny Schroeder. 
 
ABSENT BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT: Mayor Francis Toscana and Georgeann Silvernail. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
Mr. Ryan moved to approve the minutes of the November 4, 2009 Meeting as mailed.  Mr. 
Shedd seconded and the motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
MR. KEITH UMENTHUM – SIGNS  
 
Request for a change in Sign Ordinance from the Lodge at Deadwood– 100 Pine Crest 
 
Mr. Umenthum explained that Mr. Tom Morris, who represents “The Lodge,” was asking the 
Commission to make a recommendation to the Deadwood City Commission for a change in the 
sign ordinance in respect to the way signs are lit.  Mr. Umenthum noted that the proposed 
change in the ordinance would allow signs located outside of the Deadwood National Historic 
Landmark District made up of individual opaque or solid letters to be lit from behind the 
letters.  Mr. Umenthum stated that Mr. Jason Campbell, City Attorney, had advised that the 
Commission either vote to recommend no change to the ordinance, recommend the changes as 
presented to be considered by the City Commission, or to consider the request and come back 
with a recommendation one way or another at a later date.  Mr. Umenthum stated that careful 
evaluation should be carried out prior to making any official recommendation to the City 
Commission. 
 
Mr. Tom Morris and Mr. Michael Willey, Rosenbaum Signs, were present. Mr. Morris stated 
that The Lodge would like a sign, with channel letters, that would be internally lit from the 
back.  He explained that this type of lighting creates a soft illumination or halo effect.  He noted 
that this type of lighting is commonly chosen in areas with strict lighting ordinances and is 
often found in Arizona, the Northern Black Hills and Rapid City.  He stated that their other 
option would be to put up flood lights which would cast a much brighter light on the night sky. 
 
Mr. Willey noted that they were only asking the Commission to recommend to the City 
Commission a change in the code for areas outside of the Historic District.  
 
Mr. Willey and Mr. Morris presented the Commission with an example of the backlit lighting. 
Mr. Ryan asked if the sign they were proposing would look like the example with the exception 
of the wording.  Mr. Willey stated that it would and that the sign itself had already been 
approved, with the exception of the backlit lighting. 
 
Mr. Allen moved to recommend changes to the Sign Ordinance Outside of the Historic 
District, as presented to the City Commission.  Mr. Shedd seconded and the motion carried. 
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All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
James Fletcher – Request for an 18' variance from Section 17.28.040.B front yard setback 
requirement.   
 
Mr. Dennis Purchase, general contractor, and Mr. James Fletcher were present. Mr. Purchase 
stated that he had met with the soils engineer as recommended by Mr. Jim Raysor, City Planner.  
He noted that the soils engineer had stated that the project would not pose any threats to Forest 
Avenue; however, he had recommended that the applicant work with a structural engineer to 
design the basement of the garage.   
 
Ms. Farrier asked if Mr. Raysor had received a copy of the soils engineer’s report.  Mr. Purchase 
stated that one had been mailed to him.  He also passed around a copy of the report for the 
Commission to read through.  Mr. Purchase noted that as a result of the completed survey of 
the lot, the applicant was proposing to build a 26’ x 30’ garage.   
 
Ms. Green asked if the applicants were still requesting a 20’ variance.  Mr. Purchase deferred to 
Mr. Umenthum who stated that rather an 18’ variance would be needed to provide enough 
room to safely back out of the garage.  Ms. Farrier asked if they would need side yard variances.  
Mr. Umenthum stated that this would not be necessary as they had five (5) feet on one side of 
the house and seven (7) feet on the other side of the house from any existing structure. 
 
Ms. Green asked how wide the lot is.  Mr. Purchase stated that the lot is approximately 66 feet 
wide. 
 
Mr. Shedd moved to approve the request for an 18’ variance from Section 17.28.040.B front 
yard setback requirement for 350 Williams.  Mr. Ryan seconded and the motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
Chairman Farrier adjourned the Planning and Zoning meeting and turned the meeting over to 
the Board of Adjustment.   
 
DEADWOOD BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 
Mr. Klamm called the Board of Adjustment to order.  
 
Mr. Peterson moved to approve the request for an 18’ variance from Section 17.28.040.B front 
yard setback requirement for 350 Williams as recommended by the Planning & Zoning 
Commission.  Mr. Schroder seconded and the motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 3 
Opposed - 0 
 
Mr. Klamm adjourned the Board of Adjustment and turned the meeting back over to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
PLATS: 
 
FINAL PLAT – Plat of Lot S-1 and Lot S-2 Formerly Lot S being portions of Gold Bar Placer 
M.S. 1165 and M.S. 335, Located in NE 1/4 Section 23 T.5N., R.3E., B.H.M., City of Deadwood, 
Lawrence County, South Dakota. 
 
Mr. Bill and Ms. Jerilyn Rich were present. 

 
Ms. Green moved to approve the Final Plat of Lots S-1 and Lot S-2 Formerly Lot S being 
portions of Gold Bar Placer M.S. 1165 and M.S. 335, Located in NE 1/4 Section 23 T.5N., R.3E., 
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B.H.M., City of Deadwood, Lawrence County, South Dakota.  Mr. Allen seconded and the 
motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
Chairman Farrier adjourned the Planning and Zoning meeting and turned the meeting over to 
the Board of Adjustment.   
 
DEADWOOD BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 
Mr. Klamm called the Board of Adjustment to order.  
 
Mr. Schroeder moved to approve the Final Plat of Lots S-1 and Lot S-2 Formerly Lot S being 
portions of Gold Bar Placer M.S. 1165 and M.S. 335, Located in NE 1/4 Section 23 T.5N., R.3E., 
B.H.M., City of Deadwood, Lawrence County, South Dakota as recommended by the 
Planning & Zoning Commission.  Mr. Peterson seconded and the motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 3 
Opposed - 0 
 
Mr. Klamm adjourned the Board of Adjustment and turned the meeting back over to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 
  
FINAL PLAT – Plat of Robley Tract and Roth Tract of Cleveland Heights Addition to the 
City of Deadwood Including All of School Lot 15, School Lot D of Block 73, Probate Lot 504, 
Lots 1 thru 33, Block A, Lots 1 thru 27, Block C, Lots 1 thru 23,  Block D, Lots 1 thru 19, Block 
E, Lots 1 thru 25, Block F, Lots 1 thru 16 Block G and Vacated Kennedy Avenue, Hopkins 
Avenue, Elmer Avenue and Alleys in Cleveland Heights Addition; And Including Portions 
of Lots 8 and 9, Block 72, Original Townsite, City of Deadwood and a Portion of Vacated 
Wabash Avenue and alleys in Cleveland Heights Addition and Portions of Vacated Stewart 
Street,  All located in NW ¼ Section 26 and the NE ¼ of Section 27, T5N, R3E, B.H.M. City of 
Deadwood, Lawrence County, South Dakota. 
 
Mr. Loren D. Vrem, from Ponderosa Land Surveys, L.L.C., was present.  
 
Ms. Green moved to approve the Final Plat of Robley Tract and Roth Tract of Cleveland 
Heights Addition to the City of Deadwood Including All of School Lot 15, School Lot D of 
Block 73, Probate Lot 504, Lots 1 thru 33, Block A, Lots 1 thru 27, Block C, Lots 1 thru 23,  
Block D, Lots 1 thru 19, Block E, Lots 1 thru 25, Block F, Lots 1 thru 16 Block G and Vacated 
Kennedy Avenue, Hopkins Avenue, Elmer Avenue and Alleys in Cleveland Heights 
Addition; And Including Portions of Lots 8 and 9, Block 72, Original Townsite, City of 
Deadwood and a Portion of Vacated Wabash Avenue and alleys in Cleveland Heights 
Addition and Portions of Vacated Stewart Street,  All located in NW ¼ Section 26 and the NE 
¼ of Section 27, T5N, R3E, B.H.M. City of Deadwood, Lawrence County, South Dakota.  Mr. 
Shedd seconded and the motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
Chairman Farrier adjourned the Planning and Zoning meeting and turned the meeting over to 
the Board of Adjustment.   
 
DEADWOOD BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 
Mr. Klamm called the Board of Adjustment to order.  
 
Mr. Schroeder moved to approve the Final Plat of Robley Tract and Roth Tract of Cleveland 
Heights Addition to the City of Deadwood Including All of School Lot 15, School Lot D of 
Block 73, Probate Lot 504, Lots 1 thru 33, Block A, Lots 1 thru 27, Block C, Lots 1 thru 23,  
Block D, Lots 1 thru 19, Block E, Lots 1 thru 25, Block F, Lots 1 thru 16 Block G and Vacated 
Kennedy Avenue, Hopkins Avenue, Elmer Avenue and Alleys in Cleveland Heights 
Addition; And Including Portions of Lots 8 and 9, Block 72, Original Townsite, City of 
Deadwood and a Portion of Vacated Wabash Avenue and alleys in Cleveland Heights 
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Addition and Portions of Vacated Stewart Street,  All located in NW ¼ Section 26 and the NE 
¼ of Section 27, T5N, R3E, B.H.M. City of Deadwood, Lawrence County, South Dakota as 
recommended by the Planning & Zoning Commission.  Mr. Peterson seconded and the 
motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 3 
Opposed - 0 
 
Mr. Klamm adjourned the Board of Adjustment and turned the meeting back over to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS: 
 
James Lee – 24 McKinley Street – Request for variances from Section 17.20.040.B Front Yard 
Setback Requirements, from Section 17.28.040.C.2 Side Yard Setback Requirement, and from 
Section 17.28.040.D Rear Yard Setback Requirement to construct a garage. 
 
Mr. Shedd moved to approve the Findings of Fact for the request for variances from Section 
17.20.040.B Front Yard Setback Requirements, from Section 17.28.040.C.2 Side Yard Setback 
Requirement, and from Section 17.28.040.D Rear Yard Setback Requirement. Mr. Ryan 
seconded and the motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
Chairman Farrier adjourned the Planning and Zoning meeting and turned the meeting over to 
the Board of Adjustment.  
 
DEADWOOD BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 
Mr. Klamm called the Board of Adjustment to order.  
 
Mr. Peterson moved to approve the Findings of Fact for the request for variances from 
Section 17.20.040.B Front Yard Setback Requirements, from Section 17.28.040.C.2 Side Yard 
Setback Requirement, and from Section 17.28.040.D Rear Yard Setback Requirement as 
recommended by the Planning & Zoning Commission. Mr. Schroeder seconded and the 
motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 3 
Opposed - 0 
 
Mr. Klamm adjourned the Board of Adjustment and turned the meeting back over to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
OPEN:  None.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mr. Ryan moved to adjourn the Joint Meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Mr. 
Shedd seconded and the motion carried.   
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
There being no further business, the Planning & Zoning Commission adjourned at 5:23 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________    ________________________ 
Ms. Marie Farrier     Ms. Sheree Green 
Chairman (Acting)     Secretary (Acting) 
Planning and Zoning     Planning and Zoning 
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