
   
CITY OF DEADWOOD 

 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

 
March 18, 2009                            REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Deadwood Planning and Zoning Commission was called to order 
by Chairperson Marie Farrier on Wednesday March 18, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the Deadwood City 
Hall Meeting Room located at 102 Sherman Street, Deadwood, SD  57732. 
 
PRESENT PLANNING & ZONING:  Marie Farrier, Sheree Green, Jim Shedd, Larry Ryan & Mel 
Allen. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
Mr. Ryan moved to approve the minutes of the March 4, 2009 Regular Meeting, as mailed.  
Mr. Shedd seconded and the motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Ms. Farrier turned the meeting over to Mr. Ryan.  

Mr. Ryan made a motion rescind all motions regarding the Election of Officers from the 
March 3, 2009 Planning & Zoning Meeting. Ms. Green seconded and the motion carried. 

All in Favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
Mr. Ryan made the recommendation to appoint Ms. Marie Farrier as Chairman of the Planning 
& Zoning Commission for 2009.  

Mr. Shedd made a motion to appoint Ms. Marie Farrier as Chairman of the Planning & 
Zoning Commission for 2009.  Mr. Allen seconded and the motion carried. 

All in Favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
Mr. Ryan made the recommendation to appoint Mr. Jim Shedd as Vice-Chair of the Planning & 
Zoning Commission for 2009. 

Mr. Allen made a motion to appoint Mr. Jim Shedd as Vice-Chair of the Planning & Zoning 
Commission for 2009. Ms. Green seconded and the motion carried.  

All in Favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
Mr. Ryan made the recommendation to appoint Ms. Sheree Green as Secretary of the Planning 
& Zoning Commission for 2009. 

Mr. Allen made a motion to appoint Ms. Sheree Green as Secretary of the Planning & Zoning 
Commission for 2009. Mr. Shedd seconded and the motion carried. 

All in Favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
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SIGNS: 
 
Deadwood Hospitality Resort, LLC – Freestanding sign at Deadwood Gulch Resort – 304 
Cliff Street continued from March 4, 2009 
 
Mr. Umenthum informed the Planning & Zoning Commission that the owners of Deadwood 
Hospitality Resort, LLC.  Had withdrawn the sign application that had been continued from the 
March 4, 2009 Meeting  for  variances from height and size ordinance.  Mr. Cam Lund of Lund 
Associates stated they withdrew the application.  Mr. Frank Di Cesare of Arleth & Associates 
was also present. 
 
Ms. Farrier noted no motion was needed for the withdrawal of the sign application  
 
Deadwood Hospitality Resort, LLC (Deadwood Gulch Resort) – 304 Cliff Street – Changes to 
Existing Signage.    
 
Sign A:  Mr. Umenthum stated the applicant was requesting to change the existing free-standing 
sign by replacing the existing sign text and logo with new text and logo. Mr. Umenthum 
explained that the sign would be moved to the south entrance at the end of the employee 
parking lot and the square footage would be increased from 70 square feet to 84 square feet 
(12’x7’). The height would continue at 20 feet,  which was under an existing variance.  
 
Mr. Umenthum stated an additional variance was required for 14 square feet in order to enlarge 
the sign.  He noted the half circle at the top of the existing sign would be replaced by a 
rectangular sign.  Mr. Umenthum stated staff recommended approval as presented. 
 
Ms. Green questioned how many variances the sign would need.  Mr. Umenthum explained an 
existing variance for the height would continue, however a new variance was needed for the 
additional 14 square feet. 
 
Mr. Allen moved to approve the sign permit application for Sign A. Mr. Ryan seconded and 
the motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
Ms. Williams questioned if the variance had been included in the motion. Ms. Green questioned 
if the base size of a sign was 45 square feet the variance needed would be for 39 square feet. Mr. 
Umenthum and Mr. Jim Raysor, City Planner, stated an existing variance allowed them to place 
the 70 square feet sign; therefore the variance would be increased by 14 square feet.  
 
Mr. Campbell suggested a separate motion to clarify the variance.   
 
Mr. Allen moved to approve Sign A with the variance of 14 square feet from the sign 
ordinance. Mr. Ryan seconded and the motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
Sign B: Mr. Umenthum stated the applicant was requesting to change the existing free-standing 
sign by replacing the existing sign text and logo with new text and logo. Mr. Umenthum 
explained that the sign would remain in the same location at the north entrance and the square 
footage would be increased from 72 square feet to 90 square feet (10’x9’).  He also noted the 
height would be increased from 15 feet to 20 feet requiring a variance. 
 
Mr. Umenthum stated variances were required for 5 feet height and for 18 square feet for larger 
size because the half circle at the top of the existing sign would be replaced by a rectangular 
sign.  Mr. Umenthum stated staff recommended approval as presented. 
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Ms. Green pointed out that the size was double the amount allowed by the ordinance. Mr. 
Umenthum stated the Historic Preservation Commission who had approved the sign at 72 
square feet allowed the sign because it was located outside of the 1981 Historic Landmark 
boundaries.  Ms. Green suggested  the sign ordinance be changed to allow larger signs outside 
of the boundaries in order to avoid so many variances. Ms. Williams and Mr. Umenthum 
agreed.  
 
Ms. Williams stated the motion should include the variances.   
 
Ms. Green moved to approve Sign B with the variances of 5 feet for the height and 45 square 
feet for size from the sign ordinance. Mr. Allen seconded and the motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
Sign C: Mr. Umenthum stated the applicant was requesting to change the existing free-standing 
sign by replacing the existing sign text and logo with new text and logo. Mr. Umenthum 
explained that the sign remain in the same location at entrance of the Convention Center and 
the existing square footage would be increased from 12.5 square feet to 64 square feet (8’x8’). 
Mr. Umenthum stated the applicant proposed to reuse the sign cabinet with the marquee from 
Sign B.  A variance of 19 square feet was needed from the 45 square feet that is allowed by the 
ordinance; the height remains the same at 20 feet.  
 
Mr. Lund stated they would like to move that marquee to the Convention Center because there 
is not one in that location and people then go to the main facility. He noted these changes  
would alleviate the problem. Mr. Umenthum stated this also would avoid some banner 
applications  
 
Mr. Ryan moved to approve Sign C with the variance of 19 square feet for size from the sign 
ordinance. Mr. Shedd seconded and the motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
Sign D: Mr. Umenthum stated the applicant was requesting to change the existing free-standing 
sign by replacing the existing sign text and logo with new text and logo. Mr. Umenthum stated 
the location stays the same at the northern end of the Convention Center and the size would 
remain the same with 60 square feet. The height would remain the same.  Mr. Umenthum stated 
the sign complied with the sign ordinance and he recommended approval as presented. 
 
Mr. Shedd moved to approve the Sign D as presented. Mr. Ryan seconded and the motion 
carried. 
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
FINAL PLAT – DEADWOOD STAGE RUN ADDITION Plat of Lot 24 Block 2 of Palisades 
Tract of Deadwood Stage Run Addition to the City of Deadwood all located in the SW ¼ of 
Section 14, the SE ¼ of Section 15, the NE 1/4NE ¼ of Section 22 and the N ½ NW ¼ of 
Section 23, T5N, R3E, B.H.M., City of Deadwood, Lawrence County, South Dakota  
 
Ms. Williams stated the commission was familiar with these plats since they were coming in one 
at a time.   The purpose of the plat was for transfer purposes.  Ms. Green stated she liked the 
vicinity map that was drawn on the plat for easier reference.  
 
Ms. Green moved approve the Final Plat of Lot 24 Block 2 of Palisades Tract of Deadwood 
Stage Run Addition to the City of Deadwood. Mr. Allen seconded and the motion carried. 
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All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
FINAL PLAT – DEADWOOD STAGE RUN ADDITION Plat of Lot 28 Block 2 of Palisades 
Tract of Deadwood Stage Run Addition to the City of Deadwood all located in the SW ¼ of 
Section 14, the SE ¼ of Section 15, the NE 1/4NE ¼ of Section 22 and the N ½ NW ¼ of 
Section 23, T5N, R3E, B.H.M., City of Deadwood, Lawrence County, South Dakota 
 
Ms. Green moved approve the Final Plat of Lot 28 Block 2 of Palisades Tract of Deadwood 
Stage Run Addition to the City of Deadwood. Mr. Shedd seconded and the motion carried. 
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mr. Ryan moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission.  
Mr. Shedd seconded and the motion carried.   
 
All in favor - 5 
Opposed - 0 
 
There being no further business, Planning & Zoning Commission adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________    ________________________ 
Ms. Marie Farrier     Ms. Sheree Green 
Chairman (Acting)     Secretary (Acting) 
Planning and Zoning     Planning and Zoning 
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