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CITY OF DEADWOOD 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Wednesday, September 14, 2005 
 
Chairman Speirs called the meeting of the Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission to order on Wednesday, 
September 14, 2005 at 5:15 p.m. in the Deadwood City Hall Meeting Room located at 102 Sherman Street, 
Deadwood, SD  57732.  
 
PRESENT HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION:  Darin Derosier, Dr. Michael Guilbert, Louie Lalonde, 
Mary Ann Oberlander, Ann Ochse, Willie Steinlicht; Jim Wilson – Historic Preservation Officer.   
 
ABSENT HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION: None. 
 
 
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:   
None. 

 
REVIEW MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Ms. Ochse, seconded by Ms. Oberlander and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving the 
minutes of the July 27, 2005 meeting, as presented.  
 
Motion by Mr. Steinlicht, seconded by Ms. Ochse and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving the 
minutes of the August 27, 2005 meeting, as presented. [Ms. Lalonde entered the meeting at this time, 5:16 p.m.].   
 
 
VOUCHER APPROVAL:   
Operating Account: 
Motion by Ms. Ochse, seconded by Mr. Steinlicht, to adopt a resolution approving the HP Operating Account in the 
amount of $88,357.88. Ms. Lalonde questioned the appropriateness of utilizing historic preservation funds for the 
following expenditure: Kiwanis International, $950, Prospector Bowl. Mr. Wilson explained that funds were allocated 
in 2004 for the production of 5,000 colored programs listing the team rosters and included a feature story on 
Stewart Ferguson.  This year, a historically significant feature story on former Deadwood resident, Bill Jones, will be 
printed in the program. Hearing no further discussion, upon vote taken thereon, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Bonded Account:   
Motion by Ms. Lalonde, seconded by Ms. Ochse and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving the HP 
Bonded Account in the amount of $138.36.  
 
Hand Payable:  Wold’s Welding & Machine:   
Motion by Ms. Ochse, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving the hand 
written check issued to Wold’s Welding and Machine on September 7, 2005 in the amount of $18,218.35 for the 
installation of new stairs and handrails on the city steps accessing Williams Street.  
 
NEW MATTERS BEFORE THE DEADWOOD SIGN COMMISSION: 
 
Deadwood Fire Department 
Mr. Wilson referred the commission to the following staff report: 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests permission to place banners at the Deadwood Fire Department.  
 
Address: Highway 14A at the rear of the Fire Hall 
Applicant: Deadwood Fire Department 
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Size:  2 Banners.  Each 8’ x 3’. The size does conform to the ordinance.  
 
Location: The owner proposes to place them on the fence between the building and the highway.  
 
Material: Water resistant banner material   
 
Is a variance required?  Yes 
 
Comments:  The banner ordinance was written based on the placement of banners on the building itself.  
This is a downtown oriented ordinance.  The owner would like to place banners on the ground between 
the buildings and the street.  I would suggest that because the location is on a highway on a highway 
with little or no pedestrian traffic the owner be allowed place two banners on existing fences for Fire 
Protection Month from September 23, 2005 to October 21, 2005.     

 
Motion by Mr. Steinlicht, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve a 
variance to allow placement of two banners appropriate in size on existing fences on Highway 14A at the rear of the 
Fire Hall for Fire Protection Month from September 23 to October 21, 2005, by reason of the location being on a 
highway with little or no pedestrian traffic.  
 
270 Main, First Gold 
Mr. Wilson referred the commission to the following staff report: 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests permission to install a replace a large sign at 270 Main and to install new 
signage on the new addition.     
 
Address: 270 Main 
Applicant: First Gold 
  
Size: Free standing sign is a total of 84 square feet.  Maximum allowed by ordinance is 45 square feet.  
Sign is 20’5” tall.  Maximum allowed by ordinance is 15”. 
 
Location: The sign will be replace an existing sign of approximately the same dimensions.  This is 
outside of the downtown historic district in an area primarily of automotive traffic 
 
Material: It will be stained and painted wood and metal.   
 
Is a variance required? A size variance and a height variance would be required. 
 
Comments: This is a replacement sign and it is in a highway area with little pedestrian traffic.  It is in 
scale with the building.  

 
Ms. Lalonde requested confirmation that a variance due to size was previously approved for the initial sign.  Mr. 
Wilson stated the replacement sign is approximately the same dimension and of appropriate materials.   Motion by 
Ms. Lalonde, seconded by Mr. Derosier to adopt a resolution to approve the Sign Permit Application and variances 
for size and height for replacement of the free standing sign and to approve installation of new signage on the new 
addition at 270 Main, as proposed by First Gold, the applicant and property owner. Ms. Ochse spoke against the 
proposed color (red) and design of the new sign which is located at the entrance of the historic landmark district. 
Following discussion regarding the color, absent any representative from First Gold, Mr. Wilson offered to provide 
samples of the colors for the signage at the next meeting.  Ms. Lalonde amended the motion with concurrence of  
Mr. Derosier to adopt a resolution to approve the Sign Permit Application and variances for size and height for 
replacement of the free standing sign and to approve installation of new signage on the new addition at 270 Main, 
as proposed by First Gold, the applicant and property owner, as presented, with the commission to review and 
approve the color of the signage at the next meeting.  Upon vote taken thereon, the motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
NEW MATTERS BEFORE THE DEADWOOD HISTORIC  PRESERVATION COMMISSION: 
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Open HistoryLink Bids 
Mr. Wilson received one bid for production only of the HistoryLink newsletter from TDG Communications in the 
amount of $7,500 for six issues or $1,250 per issue.  Actual printing and mailing of the newsletters will be done 
locally. Motion by Ms. Lalonde, seconded by Ms. Ochse and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to award the 
bid for production only of six issues of the HistoryLink newsletter TDG Communications, in the amount of $7,500.  

 
118 Charles, Pontius, Garage Expansion 
Mr. Wilson referred the commission to the following staff report: 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests Project Approval to enlarge a garage/storage building at 118 Charles, 
Deadwood. 
 
Applicant: James Pontius 
Owner: James Pontius 
Constructed: 1925 
 
CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PROJECT APPROVALS 
 
The Historic District Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying Project 
Approval: 
 
General Factors: 
 
1. Historic significance of the resource: The house at 118 Charles is a contributing building in the 
Deadwood National Landmark Historic District built in 1890.  The garage is a contributing building 
built in 1925.   
 
2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations:  The owner proposes to enlarge the 
garage using parts of a salvaged steel building.  Enlarging the garage would allow the owner to house 
numerous items presently stored in the back yard and visible from the Mickelson Trail.  The proposed 
building will totally engulf the existing garage. The new building is 27’ by 24’3” with a height of 17’8”.  
It is substantially larger than the existing garage. This will replace the existing historic garage with a 
new building.  The owner has both flood plain issues and zoning issues that have not been addressed.   
 
3. General appearance of the resource: The historic garage building will no longer be visible. 
 
4. Size of the resource: The proposed building is 17’8” tall, 27’ long and 24’3” deep.   
 
Attachments: 
 
Photos 
 
Plans 
 
Site plan 
 
Recommended Decision: The proposed structure will have an adverse effect on the character of the 
Deadwood National Landmark Historic District.  
 

Jim Pontius, the applicant, property owner and part-time mechanic, offered a brief explanation of the proposed 
expansion of the existing garage. Chairman Speirs spoke against the proposed use of salvaged steel on a structure 
which will completely engulf the existing historic garage and which is located adjacent to a contributing house in the 
historic landmark district, in view from the Mickelson Trail.  Mr. Pontius also proposed to replace an existing window 
in the rear of the house by installing a bay window. Ms. Lalonde explained that the commission has consistently 
required the use of wood siding or hardy plank on building exteriors. Planning and Zoning Administrator Bernie 
Williams informed the commission there are floodplain and zoning issues that need to be addressed.  Following 
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discussion, it became apparent that Mr. Pontius plans to demolish all but two walls of the existing historic garage 
which Mr. Wilson did not address in his staff report. Mr. Pontius was directed to meet with staff to further discuss 
various aspects the proposed project. Motion by Ms. Ochse, seconded by Ms. Lalonde, to table Project Approval to 
enlarge a garage/storage building at 118 Charles, proposed by James Pontius, the applicant and property owner, at 
this time. Ms. Oberlander, who also resides on Charles Street, stated parking in this area is at a premium.  She, 
too, spoke against the use of salvaged steel, and informed the commission that the garage, although historical, 
may be “so tiny, you can’t even get a car into [it]” and suggested the commission be practical. Hearing no further 
discussion, upon vote taken thereon, the motion carried unanimously.   
 
520 Cliff, Spindler-FYI 
A letter addressed to the Deadwood City Council from Mrs. Treva Spindler regarding the October 13th, 2004 action 
by the Historic Preservation Commission to approve a project at 196 Cliff Street, and a letter in response by Ronda 
Feterl dated September 2, 2005 were included in the commission packet.  Ms. Oberlander requested some history.   

 
18 Washington, Christiansen, Siding Removal 
Mr. Wilson referred the commission to the following staff report: 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests Project Approval to remove non-historic siding at 18 Washington, Deadwood. 
 
Applicant: Leslie Christiansen 
Owner: Leslie Christiansen 
Constructed: 1900 
 
CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PROJECT APPROVALS 
 
The Historic District Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying Project 
Approval: 
 
General Factors: 
 
1. Historic significance of the resource: The building is a contributing building in the Deadwood 
National Landmark Historic District.   
 
2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations: The owner is planning to remove the 
non-historic masonite siding and repair and replace as necessary the original historic wood siding that is 
underneath the masonite.  This will restore the building to its historic appearance. She is planning to 
utilize the special siding loan program instituted by the Commission.    
 
3. General appearance of the resource: The building would be restored to its original, historic 
appearance.   
 
Attachments: 
 
Photo 
 
Recommended Decision: The proposed siding restoration would have no adverse effect on the historic 
character of the individual house or the historic character of the Deadwood National Landmark Historic 
District.   

 
Motion by Ms. Lalonde, seconded by Ms. Ochse and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve the 
Application for Project Approval to remove non-historic siding at 18 Washington, proposed by Leslie Christiansen, 
the applicant and property owner, as presented.  

 
20 Crescent, City of Deadwood, Ball Field Maintenance Building 
Mr. Wilson referred the commission to the following staff report: 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests Project Approval to construct a storage building at 20 Crescent, Deadwood. 
 
Applicant: City of Deadwood, Department of Parks 
Owner: City of Deadwood, Department of Parks 
Constructed: NA 
 
CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PROJECT APPROVALS 
 
The Historic District Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying Project 
Approval: 
 
General Factors: 
 
1. Historic significance of the resource: The site is located on Crescent Street adjacent to the City of 
Deadwood baseball fields.  There are no significant historic structures in the vicinity.  The site is 
located within the Deadwood National Historic Landmark District. 
 
2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations:  The owner has constructed a single 
story wooden sided building with a metal roof.  The materials and colors are appropriate for the context.   
 
3. General appearance of the resource: The site was vacant and the new building is not visually 
obtrusive. 
 
6. Size of the resource: The building is 10’ tall, 20’ long and 24’ deep.   
 
Attachments: 
 
Photos 
 
Recommended Decision: The structure will have no adverse effect on the character of the adjacent 
Deadwood National Landmark Historic District.  
 

Motion by Mr. Steinlicht, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve the 
Application for Project Approval to construct a storage building at 20 Crescent, as proposed by the City of 
Deadwood Parks Department, the applicant and property owner, as presented.  

 
27 Forest, Temporary Storage, Time Extension 
A letter from Troy Love, Executive General Manager of Historic Bullock Properties, on behalf of Ken Kellar 
requested a one year extension on the project approval involving the temporary vehicular storage shelter at 27 
Forest.  Copies of Mr. Wilson’s staff report dated October 22, 2004 (case number 04095) and the Notice of Project 
Approval dated October 29, 2004 were included for reference in the commission packet.  Mr. Wilson suggested 
putting a time limit on the extension, if approved. Motion by Mr. Steinlicht, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried 
unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve a one-year extension on the Application for Project Approval 
previously approved in October 2004, to Ken Kellar, 27 Forest, as presented.  

 
Mary Burket Resignation – FYI 
The commission and Ms. Burket agreed to renegotiate the contract for administrative services prior to the next 
meeting.  [Dr. Guilbert entered the meeting at this time, 5:40 p.m.].   

 
2006 Historic Preservation Commission Budget Approval - FYI 
Chairman Speirs announced that the 2006 Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission budget was reviewed and 
approved by the State Historical Society Board of Trustees at their meeting on Friday, September 9, 2005.  

 
Mining Exhibit Script for Review 
A memorandum from Mr. Wilson explained the Museum of the South Dakota State Historical Society is in the 
process of creating panel designs for the traveling exhibition entitled “Life Underground:  Hard Rock Mining in 
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the Black Hills”.  The State Museum worked with the Black Hills Mining Museum, Deadwood Library archives and 
the Adams Museum to complete the script and find exhibit photographs.  Mr. Wilson is seeking comments from the 
commission prior to the next meeting scheduled for September 28, 2005. Ms. Lalonde suggested he seek input 
from a mining expert from the Homestake Mine also.   

 
Tippie Tombstone Grant 
Mr. Wilson presented the first Cemetery Headstone Grant Application received since the program was established 
last year.  Chairman Speirs further explained specifics of the headstone grant program making available funds 
totaling $400 paid directly to Deadwood Granite and Marble for a standard headstone marker if the family provides 
historical information about the deceased. Motion by Ms. Ochse, seconded by Dr. Guilbert and carried with Ms. 
Oberlander abstaining to adopt a resolution to approve the Cemetery Headstone Grant Application for Anson C. 
Tippie, as presented by the applicant, Wesley A. Tippie.   

 
Archeology Funding  
Following an explanation by Mr. Wilson, Ms. Ochse moved, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried unanimously to 
adopt a resolution to approve the reallocation of unexpended funds in the 2005 budget totaling $35,000 from GIS to 
the Archeology budget.  

 
 
REVOLVING LOAN FUND/RETAINING WALL GRANT UPDATE: 
 
Retaining Wall Fund Voucher 
Motion by Ms. Lalonde, seconded by Dr. Guilbert and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve the HP 
Retaining Wall Grant Program Fund Disbursements totaling $139,896.94 to the following:  Lost Cabin, 22 
Jefferson-Johnson, $67,211.74 and Lehmen Construction, 61 Forest,-Casey, $72,685.20.   
 
Revolving Loan Fund Disbursements 
Motion by Ms. Lalonde, seconded by Dr. Guilbert and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve the 
historic preservation revolving loan fund cash disbursements journal totaling $21,121.89 to the following:  Lawrence 
County Register of Deeds, $22; Lehman Construction Company, $2,851.00; Hole in the Wall Renovation, 
$10,081.18, Lawrence Title, $25; Louis or Linda Stojack, $1,400.00 and $1,182.00, Progressive Plumbing, 
$1330.90; Terry Gregory, $379.81; and Lost Cabin, $3,850.00, as presented.   
 
NHS Financial Report 
Joy McCracken, Executive Director of Neighborhood Housing Services, presented the HP Revolving Loan Fund 
balance sheet, statement of revenue and expenditures, total loans outstanding, and the trial balance sheet as of 
August 2005.  
 
Review Loan Delinquency Report 
Ms. McCracken stated a nonsufficient funds check has been presented for payment a second time for Valerie 
Wayne and NHS has received a request for payout for Billy Matthews.   
 
Additional Loan Restrictions 
Ms. McCracken presented a Memorandum of Understanding drafted by John Frederickson clarifying the 
relationship between the Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission and any contractor and a statement 
regarding compliance with city codes and ordinance. Motion by Ms. Lalonde and seconded by Ms. Ochse to adopt 
a resolution to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for the grant and loan program, as presented.  Mr. 
Frederickson noted a change that should be made prior to approval and requested the item be tabled at this time.  
However, the commission chose to approve it, as presented, and agreed to consider a revised Memorandum of 
Understanding at the next meeting. Hearing no further discussion, upon vote taken thereon, the motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
18 Washington, Christiansen, Loan 
Motion by Dr. Guilbert, seconded by Ms. Ochse and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve zero 
percent (0%) interest/life safety loan funding in the amount of $5,000, and $10,000 grant funding in the special 
needs/siding program, for Leslie Christiansen, 18 Washington, as presented.  
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52 Taylor, Olson, Loan 
Ms. McCracken stated the total bid for work to be completed at 52 Taylor is $18,500. Motion by Ms. Ochse, 
seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve zero percent (0%) interest/life 
safety loan funding in the amount of $10,000 with the balance of $8,500 out of pocket, for Mike Olson, 52 Taylor 
Avenue, as presented.  
 
10 Harrison, Purchase, Loan 
Motion by Mr. Steinlicht, seconded by Mr. Derosier and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve the 
loan subordination for 10 Harrison, Purchase, as presented.  
 
52 Forest, Lane, Loan 
Ms. McCracken and Kathleen Lane presented a detailed description of the extent of work that needs to be 
completed at 52 Forest.  Loan funding in the amount of $10,000 is requested, but the issue of life safety has not 
fully addressed at this time. The level of loan funding may be reduced once that determination has been made.  
Motion by Ms. Lalonde, seconded by Ms. Ochse and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve zero 
percent (0%) interest/life safety loan funding in the amount of $ 10,000, for Kathleen Lane, 52 Forest, as presented.  
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Advocacy/HistoryLink/Public Education: 
Chairman Speirs and Mr. Wilson reported they are on track.   
 
Loan Committee: 
Nothing to report at this time.   
 
Budget Committee: 
The budget committee meets at the end of the month; an update will be presented at the next meeting.  
 
Representative to Adams Museum Board: 
Ms. Ochse reported that Mac Construction should be finished by September 19th; an anniversary celebration is 
scheduled for October 7th. 
 
Hall of Fame and Recognition: 
The committee agreed to meet next Wednesday, September 21st at 9 a.m.  
 
Cemetery Committee: 
The committee agreed to meet next Tuesday, September 20th at 4 p.m. 
 
Outside of Deadwood Grants:  
Nothing to report at this time. 
 
Representative to Planning &  Zoning: 
Chairman Speirs reported that at the last meeting planning and zoning approved a plat for Brandon Flannagan.  
The next meeting is scheduled for October 5th. 
 
Representative to Chamber of Commerce: 
Nothing to report at this time.  
 
Representative to NHS: 
Dr. Guilbert stated the Deadwood Council met last night and agreed to establish goals for next year and organize 
some neighborhood activities to assist hurricane victims.  
 
 
ITEMS FROM CITIZENS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 
None. 
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OTHER BUSINESS: 
Mr. Wilson reminded the commission to retain the revised guidelines for the special needs/siding loan program 
included in the commission packet.  
 
Mr. Wilson announced there will an Outside of Deadwood Grant Presentation for the Dell Rapids Opera House on 
October 4th. 
 
Mr. Wilson referred the commission to his memorandum regarding the retaining wall project at the corner of 
Madison and Jefferson Streets. 
  
Mr. Wilson presented thank you cards signed by the students and staff at the Elementary School in appreciation for 
the playground improvements.   
 
Mr. Wilson announced that, before the meeting, he and Chairman Speirs agreed that copies of the vouchers for the 
operating and bonded accounts will no longer be included in the commission packets.  The vouchers will be 
available for review prior to each meeting.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Chairman Speirs announced there would be an executive session at the conclusion of the meeting to discuss 
contractual and personnel matters with no action to be taken thereafter.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
As there was no further business to come before the commission at this time, Ms. Oberlander moved, seconded by 
Mr. Steinlicht and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 6:10 p.m. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________      
Ms. Rose Speirs  
Chairman 
Historic Preservation Commission     
MBurket/Secretary 
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