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CITY OF DEADWOOD 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Wednesday, April 27, 2005 
 
Chairman Love called the meeting of the Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission to order on Wednesday, April 27, 2005 
at 5:15 p.m. in the Deadwood City Hall Meeting Room located at 102 Sherman Street, Deadwood, SD  57732.  
 
PRESENT HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION: Dr. Michael Guilbert, Terri Keene; Louie Lalonde, Troy Love, Ann 
Ochse, Sonny Sorenson, Rose Speirs, Jim Wilson – Historic Preservation Officer.   
 
ABSENT HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION:  None. 
 
 
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:   
 
None. 
 
REVIEW MINUTES: 
Ms. Keene moved, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving the minutes of the April 
13, 2005 meeting as presented.  
 
VOUCHER APPROVAL:   
 
Operating Account: 
Ms. Lalonde moved, seconded by Ms. Keene and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving the HP Operating 
Account in the amount of $101,804.26 as presented.   
 
Bonded Account:   
Ms. Keene moved, seconded by Ms. Speirs and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving the HP Bonded Account in 
the amount of $105,815.52 as presented.  
 
 
NEW MATTERS BEFORE THE DEADWOOD SIGN COMMISSION: 
560 Main Street, Deadwood Gulch 
Mr. Wilson referred the commission to the following staff report: 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests permission to install an additional readerboard sign at the parking lot at 560 
Main.  
 
Address: 560 Main 
Applicant: Gene Johner 
  
Size: 3’4”x 6’.    
 
Location: Beneath existing parking lot sign. 
 
Material: Outdoor changeable sign, white, unlighted  
 
Is a variance required?  Yes 
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Comments:  The ordinance allows for a single sign designating a parking lot with the size not to exceed 
36 square feet. The addition of a second sign would require a variance and would potentially lead to 
other requests to expand parking lot signs.   
 

Ms. Keene moved, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving the Sign Permit 
Application for 560 Main Street, Deadwood Gulch as presented allowing a 30”x 36” message board sign in the parking lot 
adjacent to 560 Main Street, with the stipulation that the sign be constructed of appropriate material (wood or painted metal). 
 
 
NEW MATTERS BEFORE THE DEADWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION: 
 
25 Taylor Avenue, Walton, Deck 
 
Ms. Ochse moved, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution for project approval for deck 
modifications on the residence located at 25 or 27 Taylor Avenue, proposed by the applicant and property owner, Shane 
Walton, as presented.  
 
140 Timm Lane, Bjerga, Building Renovation 
Mr. Wilson referred the commission to the following staff report: 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests Project Approval to remove an outbuilding at 140 Timm Lane. 
 
Applicant: Mike Bjerga 
Owner: Mike Bjerga 
Constructed: 1940’s 
 
CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PROJECT APPROVALS 
 
The Historic District Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying Project 
Approval: 
 
General Factors: 
 
1. Historic significance of the resource: This is a non-contributing property located within the 
Deadwood National Landmark Historic District. This is a non-descript building with no architectural or 
historic merit. 
 
2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations: The owner proposes to remove the 
deteriorated, unsafe, unusable building.  The Sanborn maps no building on the site.  The building has 
never had plumbing, kitchen or bathroom and only minimal electricity.  It was constructed primarily 
from salvaged building parts.  It has been unoccupied for at least 15 years and has suffered severe 
deterioration to the point of being completely uninhabitable. The building is not associated with 
significant events, individuals or patterns in Deadwood history. 
 
2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations: This is a single story wooden frame 
building with no significant architectural features. 
 
3. General appearance of the resource:  The building is not well cared for and does not present an 
historic appearance to the public. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Photos 
 
Site Plan 
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Recommended Decision: The proposed removal would have no adverse effect on the historic character 
of the Deadwood National Landmark Historic District.   

 
Ms. Speirs moved, seconded by Mr. Sorenson and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution for project approval for removal of 
an outbuilding located at 140 Timm Lane, proposed by the applicant and property owner, Mike Bjerga, as presented. Chairman 
Love stated the applicant must seek project approval for construction of a replacement structure on this site.  
 
760 Main, St. Ambrose Church, elevator 
Mr. Wilson referred the commission to the following staff report:   
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct an elevator tower at 760 Main, 
Deadwood.  
 
Applicant: St. Ambrose Parish  
Owner: St. Ambrose Parish 
Constructed: 1936 
 
CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS 
 
The Historic District Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying a 
Certificate of Appropriateness: 
 
General Factors: 
 
1. Historic significance of the resource: St. Ambrose Church is a contributing building in the 
Deadwood National Landmark Historic District.   
 
2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations:  St. Ambrose is a brick building 
constructed in 1936 and has not been substantially changed on the exterior.  There is no handicapped 
accessibility to either the main floor or the basement.  The Church would like to construct a brick 
elevator tower that would allow for easy access from the exterior to both floors on the interior.  An 
existing window would be enlarged for access to the main floor.  There would be no substantial 
alteration to the interior.   
  
3. General appearance of the resource: The elevator tower would be placed on a secondary elevation 
on the west side of the building.  It would be set back from the northern façade and would be visually 
inconspicuous.  The brick would match that used in the original building as closely as possible.  The 
exterior door would be colored to match existing church doors.  The north façade of the new addition 
would not be plain as shown in the drawings but would incorporate a simple decorative brick cornice 
and a brick echo of the arched windows in the original building.  
 
Attachments: 
 
Photo 
 
Elevations 
 
Recommended Decision: The proposed elevator addition will have no adverse effect on the Deadwood 
Historic District if the door is appropriately colored as described in item 3 and the north façade 
incorporates some brick design features.   

 
Mr. Wilson stated that HP grant funds have been allocated for the elevator project.  He recently spoke with representatives of 
Galyardt Architects regarding including some type of decorative design to the brick on the north facade, possibly in the shape of 
an arch. [Dr. Guilbert entered the meeting at this time, 5:22 p.m.]  Ms. Ochse moved, seconded by Ms. Speirs and carried 
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unanimously to adopt a resolution granting a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct an elevator tower at 760 Main, 
proposed by the applicant and property owner, St. Ambrose Parish, as presented.   
 
27 Sampson, Conn, Garage 
Mr. Wilson referred the commission to the following staff report:   
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests Project Approval to construct a garage/storage building at 27 Sampson, 
Deadwood. 
 
Applicant: Randy Conn 
Owner: Randy Conn 
Constructed: NA 
 
CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PROJECT APPROVALS 
 
The Historic District Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying Project 
Approval: 
 
General Factors: 
 
1. Historic significance of the resource: 27 Sampson is listed in the historic sites survey as 31 
Sampson and it is listed as a non-contributing property.  The house was constructed in 1980.  There was 
a non-historic storage building on the site that was destroyed during the Grizzly Gulch fire.   
 
2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations:  The owner proposes to erect a 
combination garage storage building.  This will be a two story with the first floor built into the hillside 
and constructed of concrete.  The second floor will have on grade access to the rear and will be sided to 
match the house.  The owner proposes to user a green or brown metal roof and appropriately colored 
doors that are not white.    
 
3. General appearance of the resource: The building will be appropriate for the neighborhood.   
 
6. Size of the resource: The proposed building is 20’ long and 20’ deep.   
 
Attachments: 
 
Photos 
 
Plans 
 
Site plan 
 
Recommended Decision: The proposed structure will have no adverse effect on the character of the 
Deadwood National Landmark Historic District.  

 
Ms. Keene moved, seconded by Mr. Sorenson and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution for project approval for the 
construction of a garage/storage building at 27 Sampson, proposed by the applicant and property owner, Randy Conn, as 
presented.  
 
Hall of Fame Nominations 
Ms. Keene moved, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to honor the following individuals in 
the “Hall of Fame”:  George Beshara, Fred G. Borsch III, Gerald D. Crary, Ahmed Etem, Henry Frawley, Ludwig S. Kelloch 
and Don Ostby, as recommended by the Hall of Fame committee.  Chairman Love commended the committee for their efforts in 
establishing the program.  Mr. Wilson stated the committee will design a plaque or appropriate award to present to each 
recipient in addition to being displayed in a permanent location. 
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Mt. Moriah Entry 
The commission reviewed a photograph of the existing entrance sign at Mt. Moriah Cemetery in addition to a scaled drawing for 
the proposed new entrance sign.  The new sign would be powdercoated metal and require very little maintenance.   Ms. Speirs 
moved, seconded by Ms. Keene and carried unanimously approving the proposed design of a new sign at the entrance to Mt. 
Moriah Cemetery as presented, and authorizing staff to request bids for the project.   
 
Dell Rapids Opera House Grant, Telephone Vote 
On Friday, April 15, 2005 the Outside of Deadwood Grant Committee met to review an emergency grant application from the 
Dell Rapids Opera House.  Funds are necessary for repair of the roof and to assist in repointing the building to prevent any 
further moisture damage.  A telephone vote of the Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission was conducted on Friday, April 
15th, and resulted in unanimous approval for a grant in the amount of $25,000.  The Deadwood City Commission at the regularly 
scheduled meeting on April 18th, 2005 subsequently approved the grant.  
 
In a telephone communication on April 21, 2005, Stephen Rogers of the South Dakota State Historic Preservation Office stated 
that the Dell Rapid Opera House had been granted a $10,000 ________________ from the State Deadwood Fund for repair of 
the roof.  Due to this commitment, Mr. Wilson recommends that the portion of the $25,000 from Deadwood not needed for the 
roof be used for the equally vital repointing.   
 
 
NEW MATTERS BEFORE THE DEADWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION: 
 
568-572 Main, Johner, Wing Tsue Building 
Mr. Wilson referred the commission to the following staff report:   
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness to rehabilitate the historic buildings at 566-572 
Main 
 
Applicant: Gene Johner 
Owner: Gene Johner  
Constructed: 1885/1896 
 
CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS 
 
The Historic District Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying a 
Certificate of Appropriateness: 
 
General Factors: 
 
1. Historic significance of the resource:  The two historic buildings are architecturally significant as 
they have retained much of their original appearance and historically significant because of their 
relationship to the historic Chinese community in Deadwood. The southernmost building is not historic. 
 
2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations: The existing buildings have had their 
first floor facades altered with the alteration to the building on the north or right hand side more drastic 
and significant than the other.   Both buildings are missing elements that are evident in historic 
photographs.  The owner proposes to restore the two historic buildings to their historic appearance with 
the only change being a modification in the method of supporting the front porch in order to comply 
with modern codes.  The one story segment of the building on the left-hand side as you face the 
building is a much later addition and is not historic.  Treatment of this section of the building needs 
more discussion.  The addition of a second floor is certainly not inappropriate given the historic context 
of the area.  Most of the historic buildings were two story or tall one-story buildings.  The vacant lot on 
the right hand side is shown in the elevation with a new infill building that is modeled on the existing 
buildings.  There are some pictures of buildings that did exist on that lot. The proposed infill structure is 
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appropriate.  Mr. Johner has in fact agreed to use the plans approved for use by the previous owner. 
Exact duplication of associated buildings is not recommended.   
 
3. General appearance of the resource: The existing historic buildings do retain their essential, 
defining historic character. Additions should compliment the historic building without detracting from 
its historic character.   
 
4. Condition of the resource: Attached is a copy of an evaluation of the building from a structural 
perspective.  There is little historic fabric remaining on the inside of the structures.  The exterior is 
essentially intact or restorable based on historic photos and fabric evidence.  Based on the attached 
report from a knowledgeable historic structural engineer there appear to be significant problems with 
the front and side façade of the north building.  The retention of as much of the front façade as possible 
of the north building is recommended.  The entire first floor façade of the north building will need to be 
replaced to replicate the original first floor configuration where the garage door was installed.  The 
second floor façade brick is bulging dramatically and could present a hazard to the public.  The façade 
of the north building should be a replication of the historic building with reuse of any material that is 
feasible and prudent.  
 
5. Materials composing the resource: These are brick buildings, which at one time had frame additions 
on the rear.  The front facades have been covered with stucco, some of which has been removed.   
 
Attachments: 
 
Photos 
 
Plans 
 
Recommended Decision: The restoration/rehabilitation of the existing facades conforms to the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.  The additions on either end of the historic buildings are 
appropriate as shown in the revised elevations dated 12/31/03 provided by the designer, Mr. Sigler.  The 
proposed rehabilitation and additions will have no adverse effect on the Deadwood Downtown Historic 
District. Consideration should be given to retaining as much of the front façade of the north building as 
is prudent and feasible.   

 
Ms. Lalonde moved, seconded by Ms. Keene to adopt a resolution approving a Certificate of Appropriateness to rehabilitate the 
historic buildings located at 566-572 Main, as presented. Discussion commenced regarding the two-story structure proposed at 
this location.  Mr. Wilson will present additional information regarding that construction project when a proposed plan is 
available. Ms. Speirs recommended involving Rose Fosha in this project. Ms. Ochse expressed concern that the description of 
work proposed includes removal of two historic buildings on Main Street.  Hearing no further discussion, upon vote taken 
thereon, the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Pineview, Brad Estes 
Brad Estes appeared before the commission to discuss a potential façade easement for renovation of the Pineview. Jim Wilson 
stated that staff has discussed utilizing this type of financing mechanism for other buildings in town.  Chairman Love directed 
Mr. Estes to meet with Mr. Wilson and appropriate staff members to review the project.   
 
T.C. Holloway Statue, Interpretive Sign 
Ms. Speirs moved, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving the purchase and 
installation of an interpretative sign next to the T.C. Holloway Statue, not to exceed $1,200, as presented.  
 
REVOLVING LOAN FUND/RETAINING WALL GRANT UPDATE: 
 
Retaining Wall Fund Voucher 
Ms. Lalonde moved, seconded by Ms. Ochse and carried unanimously to approve retaining wall grant fund disbursements to 
Albertson Engineering totaling $26,038.16 for 71 Forest, Sundstrom ($2,990.00); 22 Denver, Griffith ($957.75); 39 Washington, 
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Kellar ($757.76); 22 Jefferson, Johnson, ($1,857.38); 43 Forest, Boraas ($5,426.43); 52 Taylor, Olsen ($1,875.00); 39 
Jefferson, Hamm ($901.00); 334 Williams, Baucom ($4,708.93); 61 Forest, Casey ($3,573.65); 66 Taylor, Pfiefer ($2,990.26). 
 
Revolving Loan Fund Disbursements 
None. 
 
NHS Financial Report 
None.  
 
Review Loan Delinquency Report 
Ms. McCracken provided a status report on the construction loan for Gregory Brichter.  The transaction appears on the 
delinquency report but is subject to renewal for a couple more months. 
 
Retaining Wall Grants 
 
71 Forest, Sundstrom, $36,124.00 
Ms. Speirs moved, seconded by Mr. Sorenson and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution placing 71 Forest, Sundstrom, in 
the retaining wall program with a grant in the amount of $36,124.00.  
 
66 Taylor, Pfeiffer, $46,010.26 
Ms. McCracken called upon Mr. Frederickson for input regarding verbiage to be included in a certified letter to the property 
owners.  Ms. Ochse moved, seconded by Mr. Speirs and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to defer placing 66 Taylor, 
Pfeiffer, in the retaining wall program, giving the property owners 30 days from receipt of a certified letter to resolve 
encumbrances on said property, further stipulating that failure to comply within 30 days, will result in the application subject to 
Retaining Wall Grant Program policy guidelines in effect at that time.  
 
52 Taylor, Olsen, $52,333.00 
Dr. Guilbert moved, seconded by Ms. Keene and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution placing 52 Taylor, Olsen, in the 
retaining wall program with a grant in the amount of $52,333.00.  
 
39 Washington, Kellar, $12,157.56 
Dr. Guilbert moved, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried with Chairman Love abstaining, to adopt a resolution placing 39 
Washington, Kellar, in the retaining wall program with a grant in the amount of $12,157.56. 
 
22 Denver, Griffith, $26,654.75 
Ms. Lalonde moved, seconded by Ms. Keene and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution placing 22 Denver, Griffith, in the 
retaining wall program with a grant in the amount of $26,654.75. 
 
22 Jefferson, Johnson, $60,907.38 
Ms. Ochse moved, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution placing 22 Jefferson, Johnson, in 
the retaining wall program with a grant in the amount of $60,907.38.    
 
Mayor Toscana noted that several retaining wall bids exceed the assessed valuation of some of the homes.   
 
43 Forest, Borass, $100,859.43 
Ms. Lalonde moved, seconded by Ms. Speirs, and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution placing 43 Forest, Borass in the 
retaining wall program with a grant of $100,859.43.   
 
334 Williams, Baucom, $158,589.93 
Dr. Guilbert moved, seconded by Ms. Sorenson and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to defer placing 334 Williams, 
Baucom, in the retaining wall program, granting the property owners 30 days from receipt of a certified letter to clear up 
encumbrances on said property, further stipulating that failure to comply within 30 days, will result in the application subject to 
Retaining Wall Grant Program policy guidelines in effect at that time.  
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38 Jefferson, Hamm, $33,978 – terminate unused grant 
Ms. Speirs moved, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to terminate unused grant funds 
totaling $33,978.00, for 38 Jefferson, Joe Hamm.  For the record, Chairman Love noted this is due to the timeframe in place.    
 
 
Retaining Wall Grant Program Policy Changes 
 
Joy McCracken summarized the proposed policy changes for the Retaining Wall Grant Program.   
 
Ms. Judy Wise, who resides at 17 Filmore, spoke at length regarding her property and presented photographs of the hazardous 
conditions there.  In 2001, a grant was used to repair the front retaining wall.  She has been working with staff “for five years 
trying to get the retaining wall in the back completed”.   In the meantime, the Ms. Wise listed the property and currently “has a 
buyer but he wants to rent the house but he wants to fix the wall.”  She is concerned that the proposed changes in the grant 
formula for non-owner occupied properties may impact the sale of her property.    
 
There was considerable discussion regarding the purpose of the retaining wall program and the property owned by Ms. Wise.    
 
Ms. Keene called the question.  
 
Ms. Lalonde moved, seconded by Ms. Ochse and carried unanimously to approve the revised Retaining Wall Grant Program 
application form, implementing a twenty five dollar ($25) application fee to cover the expenses incurred with property title 
searches.   
 
 
Discussion commenced regarding the Statement of Purpose and Objectives stated in the Retaining Wall Grant Program Policy 
Guidelines for owner occupied and non-owner occupied properties.  Mr. Frederickson will draft revised language for that section 
of both policy guidelines.  Ms. Keene moved, seconded by Dr. Guilbert and carried unanimously to approve the revised Policy 
Guidelines for the Retaining Wall Grant Program for owner occupied properties with the exception of the Statement of Purpose 
and Objective.  Ms. Keene moved, seconded by Ms. Ochse to approve the revised Policy Guidelines for the Retaining Wall 
Grant Program for non-owner occupied properties with the exception of the Statement of Purpose and Objective. Ms. Ochse, a 
loan committee member, explained discussion that prompted recommending different policies for owner occupied versus non-
owner occupied properties.  Resident taxpayers voiced concern with the fact that nonresident investors in rental property were 
eligible to receive the same financial assistance from the Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission. Hearing no further 
discussion, upon vote taken thereon, the motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Budget 
No report was given.   
 
Museum 
Mr. Wilson commented on the excellent report prepared by the conservator, Helen Alton, regarding the Days of ’76 Museum.  
 
 
HistoryLink 
Mr. Wilson scheduled a meeting of this committee for Wednesday, May 4th at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Advocacy 
Mr. Wilson requested comments on the draft HistoryLink issue presented to the commission prior to the meeting.      
 
Chamber of Commerce 
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Ms. Lalonde reported on the topics discussed at the recent chamber meeting including a Mickelson Trail Marathon update, Wild 
Bill Days, HBO, and a presentation from Air Service Task Force.  
 
NHS 
Chairman Love inquired about the date for Treasures, Trash and Cash and a possible conflict with Wild Bill Days. 
  
Hall of Fame and Recognition Committee 
This committee will meet when a sufficient number of applications are received.   
 
ITEMS FROM CITIZENS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 
None. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
Prior to the commission meeting, Mr. Wilson distributed a couple articles on infill and information regarding two issues for 
consideration at the next meeting including asbestos siding removal and wooden window grant/loan.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
As there was no further business to come before the commission at this time, Ms. Speirs moved, seconded by Ms. Lalonde and 
carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 p.m. 
  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________      
Mr. Troy Love 
Chairperson     
Historic Preservation Commission     
MBurket/Secretary 
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