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CITY OF DEADWOOD 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Wednesday, October 26, 2005 
 
Chairman Speirs called the meeting of the Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission to order on Wednesday, 
October 26, 2005 at 5:15 p.m. in the Deadwood City Hall Meeting Room located at 102 Sherman Street, 
Deadwood, SD  57732.  
 
PRESENT HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION:  Darin Derosier, Dr. Michael Guilbert, Mary 
Ann Oberlander, Ann Ochse, Rose Speirs, Willie Steinlicht; Jim Wilson – Historic Preservation Officer.   
 
ABSENT HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION:  Louie Lalonde. 
 
 
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:   
None. 

 
REVIEW MINUTES: 
A correction was noted by Chairperson Speirs on page three (3) under discussion pertaining to 250 Main, First 
Gold Hotel Expansion wherein reference to Sherman Street shall be replaced with Highway 14A.  It was moved 
by Ms. Ochse, seconded by Mr. Derosier and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving the minutes of 
the October 12, 2005 meeting, with the aforementioned revisions on page three (3).  
 
 
VOUCHER APPROVAL:   
Operating Account: 
It was moved by Mr. Steinlicht, seconded by Ms. Ochse and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving 
the HP Operating Account in the amount of $48,403.96.  
 
Bonded Account:   
It was moved by Ms. Ochse, seconded by Mr. Steinlicht and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving 
the HP Bonded Account in the amount of $7,659.60.  
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION - Personnel 
At this time, [5:15 p.m.], Chairperson Speirs adjourned the meeting to Executive Session to discuss personnel 
matters.  [Dr. Guilbert entered the Executive Session at this time, 5:25 p.m.]  The Historic Preservation 
Commission reconvened at 5:50 p.m.  Chairperson Speirs announced the contract for administrative services with 
recording secretary, Mary Burket, has been discussed.  It was moved by Dr. Guilbert, seconded by Mr. Derosier 
and carried, with Ms. Ochse abstaining, to adopt a resolution to approve revisions to the contract for administrative 
services with recording secretary, Mary Burket, in which the per meeting rate of payment shall be increased to a 
sum of $120 per meeting for a period of one year.  City Attorney John Frederickson will revise the contract 
accordingly.   
 
 
NEW MATTERS BEFORE THE DEADWOOD HISTORIC  PRESERVATION COMMISSION: 
 
3 John, Wilson, New Door 
The commission referred to the following staff report:   
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STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests Project Approval to install a new door at 3 John in Deadwood. 
 
Applicant: Jim Wilson  
Owner: Jim Wilson 
Constructed: 1963 
 
CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PROJECT APPROVALS 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying a 
Project Approval: 
 
General Factors: 
 
1. Historic significance of the resource:  This is a non-contributing structure in the Deadwood National 
Landmark Historic District.   
 
2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations: The owner proposes to replace the 
front door.  The existing door frame has warped and the sill has bowed making it difficult to open and 
close the door and to maintain a weather seal.  The door has been modified many times to accommodate 
the changing frame. The door and frame will be replaced as a unit with a new unit of appropriate 
material and appearance.   
 
3. General appearance of the resource: The appearance of the house would not be altered.   
 
Attachments: 
 
Photos 
 
Recommended Decision: The proposed new door would have no adverse effect on the historic 
character of the property and would have no adverse effect on the historic character of the Deadwood 
National Landmark Historic District.   

 
It was moved by Mr. Derosier, seconded by Mr. Steinlicht and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve 
the Application for Project Approval to install a new door at 3 John as proposed by the applicant and property 
owner, Jim Wilson, as presented.   
 
Mt. Moriah, Building Demolition 
The commission referred to the following staff report:   

 
STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests Project Approval to remove a building at Mt. Moriah.  
 
Applicant: City of Deadwood 
Owner: City of Deadwood 
Constructed: ca. 1960 
 
CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PROJECT APPROVALS 
 
The Historic District Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying Project 
Approval: 
 
General Factors: 
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1. Historic significance of the resource: This cement block building was constructed to serve as 
restrooms in the 1960’s.  It is not historic and in fact impinges on certain grave sites at the Cemetery.  
The building is presently used for storage.   
 
2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations: The City proposes to remove the 
intrusive building and foundation and to replace it with a small, appropriately colored storage shed in an 
unobtrusive location that does not involve gravesites.         
 
3. General appearance of the resource: The existing building is deteriorating and had little visual merit 
when properly maintained.  Removal of the building will improve the appearance of the Cemetery.   
 
Attachments: 
 
Photos 
 
Map 
 
Recommended Decision: The proposed building removal and replacement storage facility will not 
encroach upon, damage or destroy the historic character of the Cemetery or of the Deadwood National 
Landmark Historic District.   

 
It was moved by Dr. Guilbert, seconded by Ms. Ochse and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve the 
Application for Project Approval to remove an existing non-historic building at Mt. Moriah Cemetery, as proposed 
by the applicant and property owner, the City of Deadwood, as presented. 
 
81 Stewart, Griffith, Fence 
The commission referred to the following staff report:   
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests Project Approval to construct a fence at 81 Stewart.  
 
Applicant: Tom & Nyla Griffith 
Owner: Tom & Nyla Griffith 
Constructed: 1890 
 
CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PROJECT APPROVALS 
 
The Historic District Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying Project 
Approval: 
 
General Factors: 
 
1. Historic significance of the resource: This building was built in 1890 and is a contributing building 
in the Deadwood National Landmark Historic District. 
 
2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations: The owners propose to construct a 
wooden fence between their house and the house next door.  This will be a six foot wooden fence as 
shown in the photographs.      
 
3. General appearance of the resource: The fence will have no significant impact on the appearance of 
the building.   
 
Attachments: 
 
Photos 
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Recommended Decision: The proposed fence will not encroach upon, damage or destroy the historic 
character of the building or of the Deadwood National Landmark Historic District.   

 
It was moved by Dr. Guilbert, seconded by Mr. Derosier and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve 
the Application for Project Approval to construct a fence at 81 Stewart, as proposed by the applicant and property 
owners, Tom and Nyla Griffith, as presented. 
 
Deadwood Gulch, Addition #2, Fuller, Bridge 
The commission referred to the following staff report:   
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
The applicant requests Project Approval to construct a bridge on his property. 
 
Applicant: Justin T. Fuller 
Owner: Kenthad LLP 
Constructed: NA 
 
CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PROJECT APPROVALS 
 
The Historic District Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying Project 
Approval: 
 
General Factors: 
 
1. Historic significance of the resource: The property has no buildings on it.  It is outside the 
boundaries of the Deadwood National Historic Landmark District. 
 
2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations: The owner proposes to construct a 
temporary bridge across Whitewood Creek to provide access to an isolated portion of his property.  The 
owner submitted the application on October 18, 2005.  Staff requested additional information from the 
owner in a letter dated October 19, 2005 and repeated this information in a meeting with owner on 
October 19, 2005.  Information regarding the location and the timeline were provided by the owner.  
The owner was notified by telephone on October 20, 2005 that plans and specifications for the bridge 
were still needed.  The owner had a meeting on Monday, October 24, 2005 at which time he was 
informed that plans and specifications for the bridge were still necessary.  Late on October 24th, the 
owner did provide a three line written description of the proposed bridge and staff did take pictures of 
the site and the trailers.  There are no adequate plans and specifications to allow for an informed 
evaluation of the proposal.  The owner needs to provide accurately dimensioned drawings of the site 
and the proposed bridge as well as structural drawings showing footings, buttresses, bridge supports, 
span lengths and railing heights.  The owner needs to provide graphic information showing what the 
bridge will look like.  The locational information is adequate.  The owner has agreed that the structure 
will remain in place for no more than one year from the date of approval with the potential for a time 
extension.  No permit can be issued until all code requirements are met and written approvals are 
obtained from all relevant local, state and national regulatory agencies.   
 
Attachments: 
 
Photos 
 
Site plan 
 
Recommended Decision: No staff recommendation can be made at this time due to lack of information.   

 
Mr. Thad Fuller presented a request to construct a temporary bridge using material salvaged from two flatbed semi 
trailers to be in place for one year. The bridge will provide access to property he intends to raise out of flood 
elevation with fill dirt. As stated in Mr. Wilson’s staff report, Chairperson Speirs reiterated the need for plans and 
specifications for the bridge.  Mr. Fuller is in the process of obtaining this information. Chairperson Speirs inquired 
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if he has obtained the necessary permits and approval from the various government agencies for this type of project.  
Mr. Fuller reported he has a “permit in process” with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) and a letter from the Game, Fish and Parks Department regarding the issue of crossing the recreational 
trail here.  Mr. Fuller stated “the Army Corp of Engineers has no problem with what I’m doing as long as I don’t 
get in the creek”.  He stated he has a permit from the Department of Transportation (DOT) for a new highway 
entrance where he plans to construct a permanent bridge.  At this time, he plans to acquire a used temporary bridge, 
DOT-approved for use during bridge replacement projects on highways and interstates, which can be purchased 
from a company in Montana.   
 
Chairperson Speirs expressed concern with the types of materials proposed in the construction of the temporary 
bridge and its appearance once in place.   
 
Discussion commenced regarding the information requested by staff in order to formulate a recommendation 
regarding project approval and the issuance of a Building Permit.  Planning & Zoning Administrator Bernie 
Williams stated there is generally a 15-day response from DENR on project requests and suggested he follow up 
with that agency.  She also spoke with a representative of the Federal Emergency Management Administration 
(FEMA) who stated a temporary bridge is considered “a structure” and there are floodplain issues that need to be 
addressed. City Attorney John Frederickson stated plans and specifications for this proposed project should be 
submitted and approved by all the necessary agencies prior to approval by the city, planning and zoning, historic 
preservation.   
 
Mayor Toscana introduced Nick Hoffman, representing NJS Engineering, present on another matter.  Mr. Hoffman 
stated that, typically with FEMA, with an approved floodplain, some sort of hydraulic analysis on the stream is 
required to determine the impact of an additional structure on the stream.  Typically, a Conditional Letter of Map 
Amendment (CLOMA) is required which is a letter from FEMA stating that a proposed structure that is not to be 
elevated by fill (natural grade) would not be inundated by the base flood if built as proposed.  This can be a lengthy 
process, which he estimated at 6-8 weeks.  
 
It was moved by Mr. Derosier to table the Application for Project Approval to construct a bridge on the property at 
this time.  The motion died for lack of a second.  Ms. Oberlander directed a question to the city attorney and staff 
present regarding the appropriateness of approving the Application for Project Approval inclusive of any and all 
stipulations that might be stated by the various agencies involved in addition to Planning and Zoning.  Her concern 
being undue delay of the project.   
 
It was moved by Ms. Oberlander and seconded by Mr. Steinlicht to adopt a resolution to approve the Application 
for Project Approval to construct a bridge on the property as proposed by the applicant, Justin T. Fuller and 
property owner, KENTHAD, LLP, for a period of time not to exceed one year, contingent upon receipt of approval 
from all applicable federal, state and local agencies and inclusive of any and all stipulations that apply thereto.  At 
the recommendation of City Attorney John Frederickson, Ms. Oberlander amended the motion with the 
concurrence of Mr. Steinlicht to adopt a resolution to approve the Application for Project Approval to construct a 
bridge on the property as proposed by the applicant, Justin T. Fuller and property owner, KENTHAD, LLP, for a 
period of time not to exceed one year from the issue date of a Building Permit, contingent upon receipt of approval 
from all applicable federal, state and local agencies and inclusive of any and all stipulations attached thereto.  
Hearing no further discussion, upon vote taken thereon, the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Wall of Fame Bids 
Bids for the Wall of Fame Plaques were opened by Mary Jo Nelson, Rose Speirs and Mr. Wilson at 5:05 p.m. on 
October 19th at Deadwood City Hall.  One bid was received.  It was moved by Mr. Steinlicht and seconded by Dr. 
Guilbert to adopt a resolution to award the bid for the Wall of Fame Plaques to the firm of TDG Communications, 
Inc., the sole bidder, in the amount of $445 per plaque. Dr. Guilbert questioned if the bid is reasonable.  Mr. Wilson 
stated the bid price represents no price increase from TDG Communications to complete the plaques. Hearing no 
further discussion, upon vote taken thereon, the motion carried unanimously. 
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Neighborhood Sign Bids 
Bids for the Neighborhood Signs were opened by Mary Jo Nelson, Rose Speirs and Mr. Wilson at 5:05 p.m. on 
October 19th at Deadwood City Hall.  Two bids were received.  Having consulted with Mr. Wilson, Chairperson 
Speirs suggested no action be taken until such time as replacement of the existing signs is resolved. Mr. Wilson 
reported the replacement signs should be delivered next week.  It was moved by Dr. Guilbert, seconded by Ms. 
Ochse and carried unanimously to table action on this item to the next meeting.  
 
Stair Railing Bids 
Mr. Wilson reported bids for the city steps railings were opened by the City Commission on October 24, 2005.  
This is a budgeted line item.  The bid was per linear foot of railing.  Mr. Garton has withdrawn his bid. Mr. Wilson 
stated removal of the existing railings was omitted from the bid specifications. It was moved by Mr. Derosier, 
seconded by Mr. Steinlicht and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to award the bid for the city step railings 
to Jacobs Welding, the lowest responsible bidder meeting specifications, at a cost of $45 per linear foot.   
 
Fire Hall Bids 
Bids for the Fire Hall Addition were opened by the City Commission on October 24, 2005.  This is a bonded 
project.  It was moved by Dr. Guilbert and seconded by Mr. Derosier to adopt a resolution to award the bid for the 
fire hall addition to Ainsworth Benning, the lowest responsible bidder meeting specifications, at a total project cost 
of $542,000. Mayor Toscana stated the action taken by the City Commission stipulated awarding the bid contingent 
upon the recommendation of the architect. Dr. Guilbert amended the motion with the concurrence of Mr. Derosier 
to adopt a resolution to award the bid for the fire hall addition to Ainsworth Benning, the lowest responsible bidder 
meeting specifications, at a total project cost of $542,000, contingent upon the recommendation of the architect. 
Hearing no further discussion, upon vote taken thereon, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Fire Hall Construction Manager 
Mayor Toscana reported that, at the City Commission meeting on October 24th, this item was continued pending 
receipt of additional information and further clarification.  It was moved by Dr. Guilbert, seconded by Ms. Ochse 
and carried unanimously to table this item to the next meeting. 
 
Runge, Disaster Training Class 
Mr. Wilson reported this is a budgeted item.  It was moved by Mr. Derosier, seconded by Ms. Ochse and carried 
unanimously to adopt a resolution to authorize Mike Runge to enroll in the following class offered online:  
“Disaster Planning II:  Writing a Disaster Preparedness Plan”, at a cost of $350.   
 
Downen, Attendance at GIS Forum 
Planning & Zoning Administrator Bernie Williams noted a correction in her memorandum to the city commission 
dated October 20th, in which the total estimated expense associated with this travel request should be $147.60. It 
was moved by Dr. Guilbert, seconded by Ms. Oberlander and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to 
authorize Joni Downen to attend the South Dakota Geospatial Information Forum, November 2, 2005, in Pierre, SD 
at a total cost of $147.60.   
 
Refunding of Bonded Debt 
A report from Dougherty & Company LLC was distributed for information only.  
 
Adams Museum Change Order Proposal #22, $261.00 Increase 
It was moved by Ms. Ochse, seconded by Ms. Oberlander and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve 
Contract Change Order #22 for the Adams Museum Renovation and Addition project, an increase of $261.00, as 
presented. 
 
Williams Street Project Change Order #1, $76,238.55 Increase + 46 days 
Mayor Toscana apologized for not presenting this item to the commission in a more timely manner.  This bond-
funded project was approved by the Historic Preservation Commission on August 24, 2005 at a total estimated 
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project cost of approximately $138,518.35. Mayor Toscana provided the following explanation for the significant 
increase in the contract cost:   

− There was no provision for unanticipated rock encountered and removed during the project and 
changes in geotechnical soil conditions encountered during the project, resulting in an additional expense of 
approximately $39,000;  
− The Fire Department requested installation of a fire hydrant resulting in an additional expense of 
approximately $8,000;  
− Approximately $3,000 is for water service installed for potential future construction by the 
Hampton/Four Aces that will be reimbursed to the city at that time;  
− Approximately $5,000 is for installation of steel beam guardrail rather than cable guard rail initially 
planned.   

 
The balance of the increase can be attributed to changing from cable guard rail to steel beam guard rail; furnishing 
and installing Gabian Rock retaining wall, transportation and equipment rental costs.   
 
Having consulted with the contractor, city staff and Chairperson Speirs, Mayor Toscana stated the asphalt, curb and 
gutter portion of the contract estimated at approximately $40,000 will be delayed. With the significant amount of 
rock removed, some settling is anticipated in the area.  A contract change order for a reduction due to deleting the 
asphalt, curb and gutter portion of the contract will be presented at a later date. Nick Hoffman, representing NJS 
Engineering, further explained the anticipated reductions.   
 
It was moved by Dr. Guilbert, seconded by Mr. Derosier and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve 
the Williams Street Contract Change Order #1, an increase in the amount of $71,026.04 for a final contract price of 
$209,544.39 and a time extension of 46 days, as presented.    
 
Selbie Street Contract 
A proposed contract with Forgey Construction to deal with the area affected by the collapse of Selbie Street behind 
65 Forest was presented in the commission packet.  The contract has not been signed.  
 
Mayor Toscana reported that Selbie Street failed after a significant rainstorm last year.  An evacuation order was 
issued for a permanent residence there, which remains under restoration. Albertson Engineering completed a 
conservative design for the street reconstruction project estimated at $500,000.  One bid was received but the 
contract was never awarded.  Following a subsequent rainstorm, Forgey Construction was hired to complete the 
clean up of the debris and materials resulting from the collapse of Selbie Street and the area adjoining on Adrian 
and Annette Hoines’ property located at 65 Forest Street, and build a support/retaining wall.  The labor, equipment 
and materials for the clean-up consumed the contract amount of $30,000.  Chairperson Speirs stated that expense 
will be paid from the street department budget.  Additional funds totaling $20,000 is requested to build the retaining 
wall.  Mayor Toscana stated there is potential litigation involved. It was moved by Dr. Guilbert, seconded by Mr. 
Steinlicht and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve bonded funds totaling up to $50,000 for the 
repair of Selbie Street. 
 
 
REVOLVING LOAN FUND/RETAINING WALL GRANT UPDATE: 
 
Retaining Wall Fund Voucher 
It was moved by Ms. Ochse, seconded by Dr. Guilbert, and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution approving the 
HP Retaining Wall Grant Fund Disbursement totaling $ 3,810.90 as follows:  Sperling, 61 Forest-Casey, as 
presented.  
 
Revolving Loan Fund Disbursements 
It was moved by Dr. Guilbert, seconded by Ms. Ochse and carried unanimously to adopt a resolution to approve the 
historic preservation revolving loan fund cash disbursements journal totaling $14,150.01 to the following:  
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Lawrence County Register of Deeds, $22; Sperling, Inc., $7,215.32; Hole in the Wall Renovation, $5,000; Dustin 
Ell Construction, $1,500; and, Louis or Linda Stojack, $412.69, as presented.   
 
Review Loan Delinquency Report 
Ms. Dewey referred the commission to the loan delinquency report.   
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Loan Committee: 
Nothing to report at this time.   
 
Budget Committee: 
Nothing to report at this time.   
 
Advocacy/HistoryLink/Public Education: 
Mr. Wilson stated the recent issue of the HistoryLink Newsletter has been mailed.  Suggestions for the December 
issue are being sought.  City Commissioner Ronda Feterl suggested the GIS staff map the locations of the 
improvement projects completed using the historic preservation grant and loan programs for inclusion in the next 
newsletter.   
 
Mr. Wilson reported that Greg Bischoff, media representative from the Black Hills Pioneer, will be publishing a 
series of five articles focusing on Deadwood including the Adams Museum, Days of ‘76 and Neighborhood 
Housing Services.  
 
Hall of Fame and Recognition: 
Mr. Wilson stated with funding approved for additional plaques, work will commence for the next five honorees.  
 
Cemetery Committee: 
Mr. Wilson stated the RFP is going out.   
 
Museum/Homestake Archives: 
Chairperson Speirs reported on the items discussed at the recent meeting including the building and rates of pay for 
an archivist and assistant archivist.   
 
Representative to Adams Museum Board: 
Ms. Ochse was unable to attend the recent meeting.   
 
Representative to Chamber of Commerce: 
Mr. Derosier reported on the items discussed at the meeting yesterday including the need for volunteers to serve on 
the marketing committee.  
 
Representative to NHS: 
Dr. Guilbert reported that representatives from the  national level of Neighborhood Works America are conducting 
an organizational audit of Neighborhood Housing Services.   
 
Dr. Guilbert reported on the items discussed the last meeting including concerns regarding nonresident property 
owners. 
 
Representative to Planning &  Zoning: 
Chairperson Speirs referred to Planning & Zoning Administrator Bernie Williams who reported a variance was 
approved at 41 Railroad Avenue. 
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ITEMS FROM CITIZENS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 
 
41 Railroad Avenue 
Ms. Jody Kunz informed the commission that demolition of the nonhistoric house at 41 Railroad Avenue is 
underway.  She stated some historical artifacts have been uncovered during the work.  She is researching the 
possibility of working with historic preservation and the City to restore the hillside to protect what they think might 
be a railroad loading station and an observation deck.  The property is owned by Delmar Nelson and a portion is 
owned by the City. She is seeking funds to assist with retaining walls.   
 
Mr. Wilson stated the property owner has been denied retaining wall grant funds because the property does not 
meet the program guidelines.  Ms. Kunz feels the retaining walls could be a life safety issue. Following discussion, 
Ms. Kunz was directed to meet with staff, develop a proposal and be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
Mayor Toscana publicly thanked Ms. Ochse for her service to the community and the historic preservation 
commission. She and her husband, Roger, are moving to Spearfish.   
 
Mr. Wilson stated the flu shots are available to city employees, including members of the commission.   
 
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, the commission agreed to reschedule the second meeting in November to 
Tuesday, November 22, 2005.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
City Attorney John Frederickson requested a brief executive session following the meeting to discuss contractual 
matters with no action to be taken thereafter.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Hearing no further business to come before the commission at this time and no objections from the commission or 
the audience, Chairperson Speirs adjourned the meeting at 5:50 p.m.   
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________      
Ms. Rose Speirs  
Chairman 
Historic Preservation Commission     
MBurket/Secretary 
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